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Brainstorming Naturalists
Kristen Bieret
Sac County Conservation Board
As we are braving a new frontier this school year,
a group of naturalists also braved a new (to many
of us) online communication platform. A group of
about 20 naturalists hopped on to Microsoft
Teams on Friday, August 14th to start figuring out
what this school year was going to look like for
us.
As the host of our group I started the video call
and eagerly waited for the sound of each guest
to join us. I was inspired to host this
Image source: cnn.com
brainstorming event after I attended the Beetles/
Baysci Open Spaces Conference. This conference brought people not just from around the state of California
where it was hosted but around the globe. All sessions were discussions on a wide variety of topics hosted
by experts in those areas. It was eye-opening to hear lots of different thoughts and opinions on relevant
topics to teaching informal science education during this time. Although sessions were on different topics,
they did all have one thing in common; all hosts started out acknowledging the native land they were on. I
started out the same way and introduced myself on the land of the Yankton Sioux. You can find out the
native land you are on at https://native-land.ca/
Our first breakout session started with introductions and what special accommodations schools were going
to require this year. The overall consensus was that most schools’ naturalists were not going to be allowed
in person with a few exceptions. Field trips were put on hold until spring “or some next school year”. Our
discussion progressed into how we could adapt programs to meet these challenges, which left us with more
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Brainstorming Naturalists, cont.
questions than answers. What if this is not the way I end up teaching this class? Is this too much for a
teacher? How can I be the most effective to help teachers? How do we stay relevant? Although many
answers right now are unknown, the key takeaway was something we are all used to, flexibility. Creating
programs that can be taught in a variety of ways to meet the ever-changing world we are in right now. It is
also important to remember that the word creating does not mean that you must create every single
resource yourself. Instead, it means being the gatherer of resources to combine things together to create
your program. Utilizing resources that already exist is not just a more efficient way of using time but also
part of a fundamental concept in science. As I have said many times in my classes, “If I am scientist can I just
say something and have it be true?” No, I wish I could say that the sky was purple all the time, but it is not.
When presenting a factual argument for something you need to provide several different sources of
information.
Using a wide variety of resources is adding to the credibility of the information you are providing. My county
teachers wanted resources available that as things panned out, they could have the option to chose who
would lead activities. Essentially all those resources I referred to that make up a program available to be
thrown into a program in whatever shape worked for them. From that idea I started creating Google drive
folders for different topics with activities laid out. As I brainstormed for this Google drive, I felt myself
pulling back into old habits. Instead of an NGSS approach and letting students lead their own investigations
and learning, I was just creating opportunities for information sharing. Which made me raise the question to
the group: are the activities you are thinking of allowing the students to learn in a hands-on NGSS style or do
they revert to information sharing? Thinking of what activities make up the nuts and bolts of our programs,
how can those be shared into something that is flexible and hands-on without us physically being present?
This was a lot of information to process and unpack.
As we wrapped up our time together the wheels were turning for many as to what the next steps for us
might be. We did not have the opportunity to dive too deep into program planning itself, that will be the
focus for the next brainstorming session on Friday, September 25th at 8 am with a special guest speaker. I
was introduced to Kurt Holland, Instructor and Coach: Science & Spatial Reasoning, University Supervisor of
Student Teachers at California State University Long Beach, while attending one of his breakout sessions at
the conference I mentioned earlier. He led a compelling session to help us wrap our minds around how to
engage students when we are not physically present. I will end this article the same way I ended the
brainstorming session: these are challenging times, but we must remember that we are all in this together.
Reach out for help and share the resources you are working on. I hope to see many of you on Friday,
September 25th. If you’d like to join us please send me an email at sccbnat@gmail.com.

IAN News and Updates: Michelle Berns
Whew, what a year! I don’t think any of us could have imagined what 2020 was
going to bring when we made our New Year’s Resolutions back so long ago!
ExCom wanted to thank you all, our wonderful members in our organization, for
your patience with us during this time! We know that we had a mixed group
when it came to holding the spring workshop, then the summer workshop, and
now the fall workshop. The Listserv and Zoom has kept us all well connected,
maybe even more than before! We are very thankful that we can still meet,
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Name that Wild Thing
Submit guesses to Michelle Berns at
mberns@co.muscatine.ia.us
Please use “Name that Wild Thing” as
the subject line. The sender of the first
correct answer will win bragging rights
in the next issue of The Web!
Last newsletter’s winner for Name that
Nature Center and Name that Critter:
Darrin Siefken
Correct answer:
Hurstville Interpretive Center and Wood
Turtle

Nature Craft: Homemade Suet
momtastic.com

Ingredients:








2 cups of lard or vegetable shortening
2 cup chunky peanut butter
2 cups of oats
2 cups of cornmeal
1 cup of flour
1 cup of bird seed
1/2 cup of dried fruit or dried mealworms

Instructions:
1. Melt lard and peanut butter over low-medium heat.
2. Remove from heat. Once cooled, stir in remaining ingredients.
3. Pour in a 9x13 baking dish or bread pan lined with parchment paper.
4. Place in freezer overnight.
Your suet cake can be put in a suet feeder, hung with twine, or put in a mesh
fruit/nut bag.
Alternatively, you can spoon the mixture on a rice cake, pine cone, cookie
cutter, muffin tin, etc.
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Save the Dates!
November 10-13, 2020 NAI National Conference
Virtual Conference
March 17-19, 2021 Spring IAN:
Ringgold County
July 26- 29, 2021 Midwest Environmental Education
Conference (MEEC)
Luther College in Decorah, Iowa
November 3-5, 2021 Fall IAN:
Woodbury County

New Program Ideas: Virtual Outdoor Cooking Series
The Iowa Becoming an Outdoors Woman (BOW) Program is hosting three outdoor cooking classes virtually
where participants are encouraged to cook along with the instructors.
The sessions will be led by Christina Roelofs, Naturalist for the Shelby County Conservation Board and the
Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Shawnell Richter, and Lydia Goehring, both Dutch oven enthusiasts
and BOW instructors. Participants will need to register for each class they plan to attend.
Part 2: Sandwich Makers (Pie Irons), Oct. 5: 5:30 – 7 p.m.
https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/161918
Part 3: Dutch Oven Cooking, Oct. 19: 5:30 – 7 p.m.
https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/161919

Grapevine News
Bill & Chelsea Rowcliffe welcomed Wren Aveline Rowcliffe - Born June 24th exactly at Midnight
(12:00 AM) 7lbs 13 oz , Fur sisters Sable and Ursa were excited to meet her.
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Midwest Environmental Education Conference
Exploring Community: Land, Water, People
July 26-29, 2021 · Luther College · Decorah, Iowa
www.meeconference.org
Join environmental educators from across the Midwest at
the 2021 Midwest Environmental Education Conference!
How can we explore and re-define “community” to include
all land, water, and people? What are we learning about
how these systems support, enhance, and depend on
each other? How can environmental education,
conservation, and outdoor recreation work together to
support, enhance, and create vibrant, sustainable,
resilient, healthy communities for all?

Keynote Speaker: Robin Wall Kimmerer
Dr. Kimmerer, author of Braiding
Sweetgrass and Gathering Moss, is a mother, plant ecologist, and
Distinguished Teaching Professor at the SUNY College of
Environmental Science and Forestry in Syracuse, New York. She
serves as the founding Director of the Center for Native Peoples and
the Environment and will be joining MEEC virtually to share her
works and writings on restoration of both ecological communities and
our relationships to land.

Call for Presentations Now Open
Join the conversation by presenting at MEEC! Think broadly about what environmental
education is, who it serves, and how it is provided. We hope MEEC will appeal to a
broad range of environmental educators, from naturalists, to those studying or working
in conservation, natural sciences, or soil and water research and protection, to waste
management and recycling, public health, city planners, advocates for greenspace/
healthy food, clean energy, mental health, sustainability coordinators…

Proposals for all styles of presentations—from 5 minute “speed sessions” to allday trainings or field experiences—are encouraged. Proposals due November 1, 2020.

Visit the Conference website to learn more, find the Call for Presentations, or become involved in bringing MEEC to life!
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ExCom Candidates

Vote by email will be sent out the week of Fall IAN.

Rene Stoud
Hello, my name is Rene Stroud and I am a naturalist in
Pottawattamie County. As a young child, I had the luck to live
in a place where I could play in the woods and make mud
pies. Those experiences nurtured in me a strong connection
to and admiration of the natural world. I became vividly
aware of what a privilege it is to have access to nature when
we moved to the suburbs and I lost my wild spaces. Through
my loss, I developed a deep sense of duty and service
towards nature and restoring the integrity of the natural
world. My goal as a naturalist is to instill in others a similar
sense of respect for the world.
I became a naturalist to share my awe, appreciation, and sense of reciprocity for the natural world. I started
as a naturalist in Sac County almost 14 years ago and transferred to Pottawattamie County almost 5 years
ago. Serving as a naturalist in two very different counties has enabled me to develop a more well-rounded
perception of the various experiences and environments that Naturalists encounter.
I love our Iowa Association of Naturalist community because I feel that IAN is a supportive organization that
strives to help each Naturalist grow into their best selves. Serving as Secretary, I would have the chance to
further enhance my professional development and to give back to the IAN community.

Heidi Reams
Hi! My name is Heidi Reams. I am the Floyd County Conservation Naturalist.
I am a recent empty nester and feel that this is a good time for me to give
back to IAN. Being a member of IAN has been very beneficial to me professionally. From the workshop topics to listserve “conversations”, IAN has
helped me to build my confidence as a Naturalist. It has shown me ways to
share an appreciation of nature with others as well as provided a support
group for ideas. I look forward to the opportunity of being a part of a team
that continues this tradition of sharing knowledge in the future and exploring new ways of doing it.
My husband, Bob, and I live in Rockford and are sometimes accompanied
by our kids, Justin, Emily & Amber. I feel like I was born to be a Naturalist,
even though I didn’t know the job existed. As the child of an avid outdoorsman and granddaughter of a European game warden you might say
nature was in my blood. I graduated from Iowa State University, with a degree in Fishery and Wildlife Biology with an emphasis in Interpretation. Unsure of where my career would go, I put my family first. I may not
have been in the profession, but my kids have many early memories involving the outdoors. In 2004, I had
an opportunity to join Floyd County Conservation. These last 16 years are filled with many crazy Naturalist
memories. There are many times that I can’t believe that I get paid to do this job! I have loved being able to
share the knowledge of the outdoors, from the preschooler looking for fossils to the adults asking how
birds mate!
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ExCom Candidates

Vote by email will be sent out the week of Fall IAN.

Hi naturalist community! My name is Julie Fosado and I'm running for Vice President of
ExCom. I'm running because I'd like to get to know more folks, because I'd like to push
myself to become better professionally and hopefully learn more from you all too. I
want to be more involved and give back to an organization that has given a lot to me.
I'm not real great at talking about myself but here’s a brief synopsis of me:


I grew up in Wisconsin and was always outside as a kid.



After a trip to the Boundary Waters in high school, I knew I wanted a career in
outdoor education.



I went to college in northern Wisconsin at a small school on Lake Superior called
Northland College. Later, I went back to school at Waldorf College for another
Bachelor's degree.



The north-woods are my happy place!



After college I worked at a nature center/zoo in Kentucky for 2 years.



I have worked for Kossuth County Conservation for 11 years.



I'm married to a great guy and we have 3 fun kids and a new puppy!



In my spare time I enjoy playing and writing nature ditties on the ukulele, going on adventures with my fam and camping.

I consider myself a nerd and like many of you, the lines between personal interests and work interests are blurred. Being a proud
nature nerd and a voice for the earth is who I am. My goals revolve around leaving the earth a better place for future generations
and creating that fire inside folks to care. I hope you all will consider voting for me as I would truly enjoy serving for you. Thank
you!

Fall IAN

Workshop

Wednesday, November 4—Friday, November 6, 2020
Virtual Workshop
Early Registration closes October 26, 2020.
Standard Member: $25
Non Member: $45 (Includes membership with registration)
Membership renewal must be made in fall: $20
Early Registration closes October 26 will be charged a $25
PAYING BY CHECK??? Make checks payable to: IAN Treasurer and mail to Brianne Blom, Clay County
Conservation, 420 10th Ave. SE, Spencer, Iowa 51301.
Participants can register online at https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/31/Fall-2020-IANVirtual.aspx
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Like us on Facebook!
Visit us at www.iowanaturalists.org
IAN Executive Committee

Secretary
Chelsea Ewen-Rowcliffee
Mitchell County Naturalist
18793 Hwy. 9 Osage
Osage, IA 50461
641-732-5204
chelsea@osage.net

Treasurer
Emily Ostrander
Lyon County Naturalist
300 S. 4th St. Suite 200
Rock Rapids, IA 51246
712-472-2217

Vice President
Amy Loving
Dir. of Education, Nahant Marsh
4220 Wapello Ave.
Davenport, IA 52802
563-336-3373
aloving@eicc.edu

Workshop Coordinator
Brianne Blom
Clay County Naturalist
420 10th Ave SE
Spencer, IA 51301
712-262-2187
bblom@co.clay.ia.us

President
Michelle Berns
Muscatine County Naturalist
3300 Cedar St, PO Box 109
Muscatine, IA 52761
563-264-5922
mberns@co.muscatine.ia.us

Naturalists
Planting the seed of environmental stewardship by communicating the meanings and
relationships in natural, cultural, and historical resources.
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