Summer IAN [z

ATURALISTS

Marshall County Conservation Board

P.U.B.L.I.C. People Unified By Learning In Conservation - IAN Summer Workshop
Wednesday, August 9 - Friday, August 11, 2023

Wednesday, August 9
1:00 - 2:00 pm - Registration and Campsite Orientation - Grimes Farm Conservation Center Classroom
2:00 - 2:30 pm - Carpool to Timberland Inc. - Mirador

2:30 pm - Conservation Easements “How You Can Help Protect Private Land”
- Tylar Samuels, Conservation Easement Specialist, INHF

@

Learn about how conservation easements help protect natural areas and the importance of lowa
developing relationships with private landowners. Natural Heritage
Foundation

3:00 pm - Forestry Hike "We've Hit a Bit of a Snag"

- Greg Twedt, Principal Manager, and Joe Herring, District Forester, IDNR

Head out on a hike through a premier forest management property in Marshall County to learn
what makes a healthy forest, how to address common public perceptions about the value of
dead trees and downed wood (morticulture), and how adaptive ecological forestry principles are
being used to protect and care for woodlands in a rapidly changing environment.

4:30 pm - Geology Program “The Geology of the LeGrand Quarry” - Matt Graesch, P.G.
Follow in the footsteps of Burnice H. Beane, an amateur paleontologist who discovered a
remarkable nest of crinoids in the area, as we explore the geology of Timberland Inc. Matt will
discuss the Paleozoic geology and fossils, the extensive Pleistocene deposits, and the
geomorphology. He will also touch on the high importance of the chert there to indigenous
people of lowa.

6:00 pm - Creative Pie Iron Sandwiches

We will offer a wide variety of meats, cheese, dressing, and toppings to create your own unique
pie iron sandwich. Unsure about what to make? We will provide you with some sandwich ideas.
The meal includes beverages, chips, fruit, and a sweet treat.

7:00 pm - Free time - Explore, Hike, and Campfire Discussion with the Wilderness Committee
Participants can explore Timberland Inc.’s 13 miles of trails, look for fossils, bird watch, or
relax by the campfire with a cool beverage (BYOB). A Wilderness Committee Member will
be present to lead a discussion on Wilderness Trips.

Time Flexible - Departure Back to Grimes Farm

Location and Lodging

Grimes Farm and Conservation Center 2349 233rd Street, Marshalltown, IA 50158
There will be an area for participants to set up a tent and access the nature center bathrooms. Participants

will need to bring a tent or share one with another attendee. If you prefer to lodge in town we recommend

the Holiday Inn and Express, Hampton Inn and Suites, or Baymont.




Thursday, August 10

7:30 - 8:30 am Trees to Table Breakfast
Pancakes, Marshall Co. Conservation Maple Syrup, Sausage, Eggs, Orange Juice, Tea, & Coffee

8:30 - 9:00 am - Carpool to the lowa River

9:00 am - 12:00 pm - lowa River Walk “What the River Tells Us” - Dr. Matt Hill, Associate
Professor of Anthropology, ISU, Jeff Ulch, Local Amateur Archeologist, Matt Graesch,
Professional Geologist, and Jackie Gautsch

You never know what you may find while on the river! In this session, we will go on an informal
walk in the lowa River with experts in multiple fields to see what we can find and learn!

12:00 - 12:30 pm - Clean up and Travel Back to the Center

12:30 - 1:30 pm - Charcuterie Board Lunch
The charcuterie board will be filled with cheese, crackers, meats, nuts, fruits, veggies,

and sweet treats to fill your plate. A beverage will also be provided.

1:30 - 2:15 pm - Innovative Public Program Round Table “Don’t be Afraid to Try Something
Different!” - Emily Herring, Director, and Emma Bruck, Naturalist, MCCB

MCCB will start off the round table by discussing successful MCCB programs like People in the
Park, Zombie Run, Charcuterie Boards, and other programs. Bring your favorite public program to
share.

2:15 - 4:00 pm - Make and Take Activity “Wood Burned Charcuterie Boards” - Emily Herring,
Director, Emma Bruck, Naturalist, and Tami Krough, Administrative Assistant, MCCB

We have discovered an easy way to wood burn! Participants will learn step-by-step instructions on
creating a stencil, using a heat gun, and the chemical reaction needed to create a unique
charcuterie board that each person will get to take home.

4:00 - 4:45 pm - Escape Room “Puzzles and Programs” - Emma Bruck, Naturalist, MCCB

As a single naturalist county, MCCB uses escape rooms as an “on-your-own activity” when hosting
large school groups. In this hands-on session, solve the escape room and take back ideas to create
one for your county.

Optional Activities
4:45 - 6:00 pm - Down Time - Explore, Hike, Socialize, Nap

6:00 - 8:00 pm - Public Event “Live and Local Concert”
Live music from lowa band Flash in a Pan and local food trucks, including Pitchfork Food Cart,

Tacos La Cruz, and Scratch Cupcakery. Supper will be at the food trucks and on your own.

8:30 - 9:30 pm - Reflective Scavenger Hunt “End of Summer Fun” - Emily Herring, Director, MCCB
We have hosted a Reflective Scavenger Hunt for the past six years to wrap up summer
programming. It has become a public favorite, as well as mine. Try your hand at this program that PITCHFORK

.................

can be easily recreated in any park!

9:30 pm - Campfire, Social, Bed




Friday, August 11

7:30 am - 8:30 Breakfast
Breakfast Sandwiches, Fruit, Juice, Tea, and Coffee

8:30 am - 9:30 am - Volunteers “Couldn’t Do it with Out Them” - Linda Von Holten, Volunteer
Coordinator, Central lowa RSVP (Retired & Senior Volunteer Program)

Working with volunteers can be very beneficial and very challenging! Linda will tell us about the
volunteer program she coordinates, how she recruits and retains volunteers and tips on having a great
volunteer experience. Bring ideas to share from your volunteer program.

9:30 - 10:00 am - Travel to Marietta Sand Prairie

10:00 - 11:30 am - Explore Marietta Sand Prairie and Fen - Jim Durbin, Entomologist, Deborah Q.
Lewis, Curator of Ada Hayden Herbarium, and Jordan Nikkel, EEOBS Graduate Student

Come explore one of the most unique areas in Marshall County. From a dry sandy prairie to a wet boggy
fen, Marietta Sand Prairie boasts some of our most diverse flora and fauna. We will explore the area and
learn about plants, insects, and other creatures that call it home.

10:00 - 11:30 am - Break Camp and Have a Good Weekend!

Cost for Workshop

375.00 - Includes registration, campsite, two breakfasts, one dinner, all activities & supplies

Participants will need to be a current member of
lowa Association of Naturalists

Register online at My County Parks:

Please bring the following items:

Tent Reusable Dinnerware
Sleeping Bag Weather Appropriate Clothing
Pillow Toiletries

Lawn Chair Water Bottle

S'mores and/or Campfire Snacks Good Flashlight

Bring shoes that can be worn in the river (old tennis shoes or hiking boots are good) plus dry
shoes for the hiking before and after.

V\I{‘e will be staying at the nature center. There is a restroom (toilets and sinks), but no
shower.

Any questhn about the workshop can be IBWA
directed to:
Emily Herring 641-752-5490 eherring@marshallcountyia.gov N aturassts
Heidi Reams 641-756-3490 hreams@floydcoia.org

ASSOCIATION OF



https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/70/Summer-IAN-Workshop-Marshall-County.aspx

