
"In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks." –John Muir

                                                                                  Little did I know when I volunteered to run for ExCom in 
                                                                                  the Fall of 2019 that it would be one of the most 
                                                                                  humbling, exciting, challenging, and honorable 
                                                                                  professional experiences I have had the pleasure of 
                                                                                  serving. I had been a Naturalist for about 10 years at the 
                                                                                  time and thought it was time to give back to my 
                                                                                  professional organization. Thanks to the encouragement
                                                                                  from several members, I took a chance and threw my 
                                                                                  name in the hat for an open ExCom position. With your 
                                                                                  votes, I landed the spot!
                                                                                  When I started as a Naturalist, I had no idea that IAN 
                                                                                  existed, let alone what kinds of services and opportunities 
                                                                                  it provides - WOW - have I learned a LOT! I think my time 
                                                                                  on ExCom will go down as one of the most eventful - not 
                                                                                  only for IAN, but for all of us! The Covid pandemic rocked 
                                                                                  our world and forced us to adapt and overcome our
professional challenges in ways we hadn’t imagined. During my time on ExCom, we saw firsts like having to
cancel a workshop (March 2020) and adapting to virtual workshops, overhauling the IAN guidelines, visiting
our professional archives at ISU, changing the officer structure, and adding a new officer to the Executive
Committee. I also faced a steep learning curve on how to help lead this organization as its president, how to
run elections, website management, working with all of our committees, strategic planning, resurrecting
Snappy, and IAN branding and marketing. I can’t say it’s always been easy, but it definitely has been worth it.
It might have taken a global epidemic to spark the changes made to IAN these last 4 years, but those changes
were much needed to help IAN serve it’s members the best that we can. There is no way IAN would be able to
function and provide such great support without all of the ExCom members and committee chairs. I have been
fortunate to have some really incredible leaders by my side throughout my term. A HUGE thank you does not
seem enough to show my appreciation, but I wanted to give a shout out especially to Amy Loving, Emily
Ostrander, Michelle Berns, Brianne Blom, Michael Maas, Heidi Reams, Rene Stroud, Victoria DeVos, and Bobbi
Donovan for your friendship, guidance, encouragement, sense of humor, keeping me accountable, and your
commitment to IAN and it’s members. 
Even though my time on ExCom is coming to a close, there is still work to be done! IAN is growing and that is
awesome! We have some really great committees that need YOU to bring your unique ideas and energy. We
have projects like Jr. Naturalist and the traveling exhibits that need more participants and creative input. We
have Fundraising and Scholarships and Awards that give you recognition of your achievements and
opportunities for professional development. We have a mentorship program to help connect and support you
wherever you are on your naturalist journey. We have access to money for program support for those willing
to write the grants. And we also have the opportunity to serve on ExCom and learn about ALL of the things
that make IAN a truly amazing organization. So take a chance - throw your name in the IAN leadership hat and
add your own starshine to this constellation.

I have been most honored and humbled to have served on the Executive Committee the last four years. 

Thank you
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IAN can spend up to $5,000 on a limited-time basis for project proposals so don’t forget to submit your
proposals this year! 

If you are an IAN members and your project focuses on promoting environmental education, then you
should apply now!

Applying for an IAN Grant is easier than ever! Just visit the IAN website, select the Programs dropdown
menu and click on the Funding & Scholarship tab. Scroll to the bottom and choose the IAN scholarship
option. Fill out the form on the website, and you are done! 

Season of Change
~Rene Stroud

Fall is a unique season of change; its presence is full of color and bliss and yet tempered by the forefelt rigor of
winter. We harvest the Earth's bounties, witness the migrations, and feast our eyes on views of kaleidoscope colors
across our wild landscapes. I love the way this season reminds me to wake up to the here and now, how it expresses
the jubilation of a summer well spent, charming me into the outdoors. 
As the season transitions and the fall colors wane, a new season begins with its crisp, glossy, sugary frost. For that
reason, fall is the time when we prepare and store like our wild kin. While we cannot grow thicker fur coats, we
unpack our fluffy things and our warm fuzzies for the season yet to come. We anticipate warm cocoa, the hushed
sifting of snowshoes down a nearly silent trail, and the calm of a clear starry sky.
In this time of presence and joy, I pay tribute to and honor our soon-to-be former NAI President Chelsea. As her term
in office closes, let’s take a cue from nature, our greatest teacher, and use this moment to appreciate her, her time,
and her contributions while on ExCom. Chelsea is conscientious of those around her, gentle yet steadfast, and
whole-hearted in everything she does. I have appreciated these qualities in her and know I have gained by working
alongside her. 
As we look ahead to the leadership of IAN, I am honored and excited to serve the IAN community as the new
president. My goal on this board has always been to give back to the IAN community. Over the years I have felt
supported and uplifted by the unity of IAN. Our comradery as educators is reinforced every time someone answers a
listserv question or mentors a new naturalist. During my term as your president, I hope to grow and strengthen the
bonds within our wonderful IAN organization.

Transitions

IAN GRANT APPLICATIONS DUE OCTOBER 15th!

Money, Money, Money!



Get on and stay on board the Jr. Naturalist Program train! 

The Jr. Naturalist program is perfect for campground-going families and to fill
campground kiosks!

 It is a great program to incorporate into your summer camps or after-school
programs, allowing you to award students at the end of your programming

sessions.

Promote it at your homeschool events and public programs, then reap the
rewards as families return your programs to complete their requirements!

The participant forms, order forms, and certificates are available on the IAN
website under the Programs drop down menu by selecting the Jr Naturalist

option.

If you received a packet of 5 Jr. Naturalist
stickers, you have until October 31st, 2023 to
award them to deserving participants. 

Once you have all 5 awarded, let Jessica at
jwagner@jacksoncounty.iowa.gov or Rene at
rene.stroud@pottcounty-ia.gov know BEFORE
Fall IAN to enter into the drawing for a

The Jr. Naturalist Free Sticker
Contest is Closing Soon!

$50 Gift Card to
Crawdaddy’s 

Outdoors

Jr. Naturalist Program Updates & Announcements

The Jr. Naturalist’s Program is a Ticket to Adventure!

Preorder your Wild Rose stickers TODAY!
To preorder your stickers enter your data in the Jr. Naturalist
Sticker Presale Sign Up spreadsheet on the IAN Google Drive or via
the link that will be sent via listserv or email Rene at
rene.stroud@pottcounty-ia.gov with your name, county, address,
phone # and the number of stickers you want to order. Stickers are
$1.50. IAN supplements the cost of each sticker as a part of your
membership benefits to make them more affordable for members.

The Newest Design is out!



Goldenrod & Big Bluestem, Floyd County

                                   During the spring and summer, Story County Conservation had not one, 
                                   but two new naturalists join our EE team! They both jumped right into 
                                   summer camps and are now gearing up for their first fall field trip season. 
                                   We are very excited to have Amber and Clair on our team. Both are brand 
                                   new to IAN, so make sure to say hello at the next IAN workshop.
                                   ~ Bobbi Donovan

                                 AMBER PIATT
                                      I grew up in central Iowa and spent most of my free time outdoors. My grandfather 
                                      was a wildlife biologist for the state and my uncle currently resides as a wildlife 
                                      biologist for the state as well. My parents and I also enjoy many outdoor hobbies 
                                      together, so our family history for the love of the outdoors continues on through 
                                      many generations. I have always enjoyed all that Iowa has to offer. From its vast 
                                      rolling hills of rich agricultural land mixed with pockets of prairies and oak savannas,       
                                      to the hidden gems of state parks and public conservation land sprinkled in, we have 
                                      a truly unique state baked with a wide variety of 
                                      ecosystems that anyone can learn to appreciate
                                      and want to protect. Throughout my collegiate 
                                     career in Environmental Science at Iowa State 
                                     University, I became aware of how much effort
 goes into restoring, maintaining, and preserving our natural resources. I
decided that I wanted to be part of the noble community of people who
share the same passion for protecting our natural resources, and I’ve 
found that my favorite way to do so is through teaching as a Naturalist.
 I have a passion for all things outdoors but some of my fondest 
memories and greatest stories have been shared around a campfire 
while roasting marshmallows with friends and family.
My personal life currently consists of my wonderful fiancé, my two adorable dogs, and my two amusing
crested geckos. My fiancé and I enjoy many hobbies together but some of our favorites are kayak fishing,
camping, gardening, playing with the dogs, and listening to music.

                                       CLAIR PFANTZ
                                      I am the most recent member of the SCC Naturalist staff, joining the team in July of 
                                      2023. I graduated from Collins-Maxwell high-school with a deep love for nature. I 
                                      went on to Ellsworth Community College where I earned an Associate’s degree in 
                                      Conservation Technology. While at Ellsworth, I was a Naturalist Intern for Hardin 
                                      County Conservation. After college, I took a 2-month taxidermy course and shortly 
                                       after started at SCC as the Outreach Assistant. I then became a 6-month seasonal
                                      naturalist for the county this spring. When a full-time job opened up at the beginning 
                                      of the summer I jumped at the chance to become a full time Naturalist.

                                       My favorite part about this job is being able to share my enthusiasm about nature      
                                       with kids of all ages. Seeing them excited to learn about the world around them fuels 
                                       my desire to teach. In my free time I enjoy participating in activities like camping,
gardening, and taxidermy, as well as making crafts and spending time with my family.

New Faces!



Goldenrod & Big Bluestem, Floyd County
Danika Cox has moved from her position as the head Naturalist in Henry County to the
Environmental Education Coordinator for Dickinson County. Congrats, Danika!

Jessica Lancial had an exciting summer, leaving her position of 11 years with Story County
Conservation and joined the city of Wet Des Moines Parks & Recreation as their Naturalist.
She also welcomed a beautiful baby girl, Tula Mae, to her family on March 16th. Congrats,
Jess!

Katie Struss, Naturalist with Buena Vista Conservation, welcomed sweet little Eve Lily on
May 16th. She joins big sisters Violet and Lark and completes their family. Congrats, Katie!

Chelsea Ewen Rowcliffe, Naturalist with Mitchell County Conservation, welcomed little
cutie Clementine Elodie on July 9th. Big sister Wren and fur sisters Sable and Ursa are
excited to have her join in on all the wild fun. Congrats, Chelsea!

To continue the baby girl boom, Bobbi Donovan, Naturalist with Story County
Conservation, welcomed pretty little Elysse Lee on September 26th and can’t wait for all
of their adventures. Congrats, Bobbi!

There have been new additions and staffing changes in the Naturalist world -
congratulations to you all and we can’t wait to hear all about it!

Thanks for letting us all share and support you in the field and at home.
 Keep up the amazing work, Constellation!

Grapevine News 

Upcoming E.E./Interpretation Workshops: 

ICEC: Check the website for upcoming Growing Up WILD
and Project WILD& WILD Aquatic trainings

MEEC: November 2nd-4th
"To Hinųkwaseja: Restoring connections to land 
and each other"
LaCrosse, WI

NAAEE: Research Symposium: October 12
Conference: October 17–20
Workshops & Meetings: October 9–20
"Together We Thrive"

NAI: November 7th - 11th
"Building Bridges"
Little Rock, Arkansas

Iowa DNR: Check their website for upcoming trainings
and continuing education opportunities through their Fish
IOWA, B.O.W., NASP, and other programs.

IAN Workshop News: 

Fall Workshop: November 1st-3rd
"Confluence of Conservation"
Carroll County Conservation

Spring: IAN/NAI Joint Conference
April 3rd-5th, 2024

"Interpretation without Borders"
Council Bluffs

Save the Dates! 



Did you know two of our own IAN-ers are “stars” of their own Podcast?! 
                          Cassandra Alfstad (Montgomery County) and Tony Vorwald (Jackson County)   
                                host “Crossing Streams”, a bi-monthly chat about cool nature things. And 

                         YOU can be a part of it! Check it out on iHeart radio.

                                    Crossing Streams
                                               “A nature-made podcast for every walk of life to enjoy, hosted by 

                                                 Critter Cass and Tallgrass Tony. Covering topics from 
                                                backpacking and outdoor recreation, to managing prairies, we 

                                       invite everyone to come cross streams with us.”

                                                  Crossing Streams Podcast Will be having our first live episode 
                                                 here at the upcoming Fall IAN Workshop. The live recording of 
                                                the podcast will be held as a workshop session on Friday
                                            November 3rd. For this session we are looking for naturalists to share 
                                       stories that have happened to them during their naturalist career. The 
                                  story could have happened at a program, camp, in a school, at the nature 
                          center etc. The Story can also be funny, sad, inspiring, scary, exciting, etc. The stories
will also be told live by the individual in front of the audience, sort of like the  Moth Radio Hour, if
you are familiar with that.
If you are interested in telling your story as a part of what I truly believe is podcast history, please let
me know. Please reach out via email

               ~ “Tallgrass Tony” - Tony Vorwald       tvorwald@jacksoncounty.iowa.gov

Name that Nature Center?

Nature Publication Review: Podcast
Cassandra Alfstad (Montgomery CCB) & Tony Vorwald (Jackson CCB)

Guess that nature center! Submit your answers to: chelsea@osage.net



*For dock flour: Gather seeds when they are a deep, chestnut brown and dry. They easily strip off the stems by
pinching the stem and running your hand towards the top of the seed head. Remove as many pieces of stem
and leaves as possible (I sometimes “winnow” in the breeze outside) and process seeds in a blender or coffee
grinder. I don't worry about trying to remove the papery wings from the seeds, or even all of the leaves - it’s
all edibe. Grind seeds as fine as possible or until it reaches a cornmeal-like consistency. 

For Bread: Combine all ingredients in a large bowl. Grease bread pan or muffin tin and pour in batter. Bake at
375 degrees for 25-30 minutes.

2 Pounds wild edible mushrooms and mushroom bits
Couple spoonfuls of Salt
Couple of Bay leaves
1 Chopped Onion
Zest of 1 lemon
1 Tablespoon finely grated Horse Radish
¼ teaspoon Cloves
Pinch of Cayenne
½ teaspoon Allspice
¼-½ cup Cider Vinegar

Fall is a time of harvest and beauty, but what happens when your harvest isn’t picture perfect? Make bread and
seasonings! Curly dock is one of my favorite wild edibles for several reasons: it can be found almost anywhere, has
multiple edible parts during different seasons, is easy to ID and harvest, and is super tasty! This time of year, the
seeds are the edible portion. A member of the buckwheat family, curly dock seed can be recognized on the
landscape by the rich chestnut brown seed head, and, upon closer inspection, 3-winged seed. This recipe yields a
moist “bread” with the flavor similar to a bran muffin.
 
Curly Dock Bread
1 cup curly dock flour*
1 cup unbleached flour
2 tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. baking soda
1 cup milk
2 TBS vegetable oil
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 egg, lightly beaten
¾ cup local honey

Mushroom Ketchup & Salt
For all you mycophiles, or those just curious about mushrooms, fall is when fungi put on a most spectacular show
of colors, textures, shapes, and flavors. If you have positively identified some fall edible mushrooms, enjoy the
most tasty portions in your favorite preparation. But what about the leftover bits? The tough stems, or stringy
parts? The trimmings from Chicken and Hen of the Woods, Shaggy manes, puffballs, corals, wood ears, or more?
Mushroom Ketchup and Salt are fabulous flavor bombs that uses up all the leftovers from your favorite foraged
fungi. This recipe is from a favorite YouTube channel of mine - Townsends. He explores the food history of the
17th & 18th century - check it out! https://youtu.be/29u_FejNuks?si=MhDK3sIoOd0hkvfQ

Chop the mushrooms and mushroom bits into small pieces. Put the mushrooms in a container that can sit
overnight. Add a couple spoonfuls of salt and the bay leaves and smoosh it all together. Cover it and then let it sit
out overnight. The next day, add the rest of the ingredients and place everything in a pot. Simmer for about 15
minutes. Take it off the heat and allow to cool before straining through a cheese cloth. Save both the liquid -
mushroom ketchup - and the chunky bits. Dehydrate the leftover mushroom and spice chunks, then put into a
blender and blend into a powder. Use this “mushroom salt” kind of like Lawry’s season salt. Use the liquid to give
extra flavor to veggies, meats, or sauces - kind of like adding malt vinegar to fries or Worcestershire sauce to
season dishes. Keep mushroom ketchup in refrigerator.

I have made this with leftover morel ‘stems’, tough pheasant back bits, stringy Chicken of the Woods innards, and
puffball pieces. I also substituted the other ingredients for some wild flavors - ramps and wild onions for the
onion, sumac for the lemon, toothwort tubers for the horse radish, wild sage for the bay leaves, spicebush (if you
can get it) or magnolia buds for the cloves and allspice, and prickly ash for the cayenne. The mushroom salt from
the leftovers is one of my most treasured seasonings! 

Chelsea's Wild Bites: Curly Dock & Fall Fungi
Chelsea Ewen Rowcliffe, Mitchell CCB

http://www.townsends.us/redware-milk-p4136-p-856.html


Fall IAN Workshop 2023 
Confluence of Conservation

Wednesday, Nov. 1st, 2023 – Offsite and Extended Learning Sessions 
Option 1: History of Carroll County

Option 4: Iowa State Extensions & Outreach: 

Option 2: ISU Extension Grant Writing Workshop 

Option 3: Save Our Streams (Water Quality Monitoring) Training 

Cost: FREE Time: 1:00-4:00 pm Category: II & V
22676 Swan Lake State Park (Bison Room) 

At Swan Lake State Park Wapiti Room 
Lunch Suggestions: Bordenaro’s Meat Market, Brother’s on Main, Jalisco 

 Cost: $20 Time: 1:00 - 4:00 pm Category: I 
Tour of the Manning Hausbarn, Blacksmithing, and Tour of Templeton
Rye Distillery ($20 for tour, blacksmithing cost, etc.) 
Meet at Manning Hausbarn 12196 311th St, Manning, IA 51455 
Lunch Suggestions: Level B, Cliffs Place, Debs Café 

Cost: FREE Time: 1:00-4:00 pm Category: V 
Izaak Walton League, Heather Wilson and the Raccoon River Watershed
Association Location TBD Meet at 1pm 

Cost: $40 Time: 1:00-4:00 pm Category: IV 

Monarchs, Native Bees and more Curriculum Training 

Carroll County Conservation 
Wed. - Friday, November 1st-3rd, 2023 

Swan Lake Conservation Education Center 
22676 Swan Lake Drive 

Carroll, Iowa 51401 

 

Participants can register online at . . . 
www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/77/Fall-IAN-Workshop-2023-Carroll-County.aspx 



Thursday, November 2nd - 
 

Sessions at the Swan Lake Conservation Education Center 

Introduce participants to resources within Drake University and the professional community. 

 Presenters: Professor Keith Summerville, Levitt Professor of Environmental Science at Drake University
Director Jay Ed Darling Institute 
Category: III Room: Wapiti Room/Virtual 

Hot Sandwich Meal—Choice of two Hamburgers, Brats, Fruit, Pasta & Cheesy Hashbrowns. Gluten Free—
Hamburgers or Brats without Buns, fruit, salad and chips 
Herbivore—Salad, Fruit, Chips, Cheesy Hashbrowns$ 12/person 

Stem Connections 
                    Presenter: Mary Trent, Northwest STEM Regional Manager Iowa Lakes Community College 
                              Category: II Room: Bison Room 
                               Connecting with STEM Resources in Iowa and how to connect them to conservation work. 

Roundtable Discussion of Wilderness Trips 
Presenter: Wilderness Committee 
Category: II Room: Basement 
The IAN Wilderness Committee invites naturalists who conduct 
wilderness/backpacking trips, or those who are interested to sit in and 
contribute to a wilderness trip roundtable discussion. The talk will be 
open and informal but topics that will be discussed can be anything and 
all things wilderness/backpacking trips. Trip costs, logistics, do’s/don’ts, 
failures, and success stories. 

 
Presenter: Dr. John Pleasants, Adjunct Associate Professor in the Ecology, 
Evolution and Organismal Biology Department at Iowa State University 
Category: I Room: Bison/Wapiti Room 
Sharing the interesting biology of the monarch butterfly, tell why its numbers have gone down, and
describe some conservation actions that can be taken. 

10:45 – 11:00 am Break 

11:00 – 11:45 pm Concurrent Sessions

Novel Partnerships to Facilitate Conservation Outcomes

 
8:00 - 9:00 am Registration at the Nature Center 

9:00 am Welcome, Announcements & Introductions 

9:15 am Global Coffee taste testing by Rural Route Roaster 

9:45 - 10:45 am General Session 
Monarch Conservation Consortium—Saving the Monarch

11:50 – 1:20 pm Lunch & Business Meeting at the Nature Center 

Exhibitor Exploration: Graddy’s, Eskimo, IWINR, Smudge Soaps, Toploft Clothing, Artist Naomi Friend, and more 



2:05 – 2:50 pm Concurrent Session 

Music and Programming

1:20 – 2:05 pm Concurrent Session 

Bumble Bee Atlas: Regional collaboration to conserve pollinators using community science 
Presenter: Sarah Nizzi, Farm Bill Pollinator Conservation Planner & NRCS Partner Biologist, Xerxes
Society 

Graduate Fellowships 

Presenter: Heather Hucka (Cerro Gordo Co Conservation) & Lewis Major (Polk  Co. Conservation) 
Category: II & III Room: Bison Room 
Come watch and learn some tried and tested interpretive tools. Hear music and 
songs created to connect an audience to their experience. Whether you already 
use music in your programming or want to begin but don’t know how, this 
session will have a little for everyone. Music has always been a part of nature. 
Using music to teach about nature allows your participants to connect with you 
and your topic on a different level. Use songs to teach topics from dirt to rocks to 
habitats and nature play. Learn tricks and tips when incorporating music into 
your programming and how you can change songs to meet your specific needs. 
Enjoy some creative songs or bring your program’s music to share. Either way this informal session is
sure to entertain and delivered to inspire. 

Community Science for Clean Water 
Presenter: Heather Wilson, Midwest Save Our Stream Coordinator, Izaak Walton League of America 
Category: II Room: Wapiti Room 

Community science programs invite everyone to be a scientist! Learn how your audience can get
involved with community science programs coordinated by the Izaak Walton League of America’s
Clean Water Team, including Save our Streams, Nitrate Watch and more. 

 
Category: I & II Room: Bison Room 
                  Join Sarah Nizzi with the Xerces Society to learn about the Xerces Society's Bumble Bee Atlas 
                  program, as well as the up and coming Iowa bumble bee atlas launching in 2024. The atlas      
                  project is a community science effort focused on tracking and documenting bumble bee 
                  species and populations throughout the United States. The atlas provides an opportunity for 
                  people to actively participate in bumble bee conservation by collecting the data needed to
conserve these important species. 

Presenter: Teresa Root, Naturalist and Fellow Coordinator of Dodge Nature Center 
Category: II & IV Room: Wapiti Room—Virtual 
Come and learn about how Dodge Nature Center created its Graduate Fellowship program to partner
with recent graduates to meet their organizational goals and expand the professional development of
those who participate. 

Native Bee Challenge 
Presenter: Lynne Cambell, Education Extension Specialist III, Iowa State Extension & Outreach 
Category: I & II Room: Basement 
Come learn about a great resource you can bring to schools to learn all about native bees, why they are important ,
how you can help them and so much more. 



6:00 pm Dinner at the East Shelter 

5:20-5:50 pm General Session 
Holistic Health Restorative Yoga Session 

 
2:50 – 3:20 pm Break & IAN Group Picture 

3:20 – 5:20 pm Concurrent Session 
Connecting Educational Resources 

 

The Power of Using Student Questions to Support Student Learning 
Presenter: Jolie Pelds, Director of Innovative STEM Teaching Science Center of Iowa 

Following Dinner— Trivia at the East Shelter 
Deer Ridge Cabin open for music and socialization 

Presenter: 
Category: III Room: Bison & Wapiti Room 
After a long day, and lots of great learning we will together all learn how to refocus ourselves to
head into the nights activities 

Pork Loin Lightly BBQ’d, Broaster Chicken, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Caesar, Macaroni Salad, Coleslaw,
Corn, Green Beans. 
Gluten Free— Pork Loin Lightly BBQ’d, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Coleslaw, Green Beans 
Herbivore— Broccoli Alfredo $14/person 

 
Presenter: Dr. Marcy Hahn, Former Director of Master of Arts in Teacher Program & Association 
Professor of Teacher Education Simpson College, Gus Elliott, Hunters Education & Shooting Sports for
the Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources, Sandy Kluver, Instructional Mentor Carroll Middle School 
Category: II & III Room: Bison/Wapiti Room 
Experts in the field of education will help us understand in hands-on interactive ways how to align
naturalist programming with the intel from an education and curriculum Background. We will start
together as a big group. Then break out into smaller sessions as we work through tips, tricks, lingo,
and lesson plans for elementary, middle, and high-school. We will rotate so everyone has a chance to
learn for each grade level. Then we will all join up back together to tie up what we learned and how to
carry it into our work. 

Category: II& III Room: Wapiti Room 
Curiosity and wonder are the driving force in authentic learning. Join the Science Center of Iowa to learn 
more about using questions and prompts that encourage youth to be the drivers of their own learning.
Participants will explore questioning strategies that can be used with various curriculums and activities.
Learn how to use phenomena and provocations to get youth asking their own questions to begin the
learning process. 

Don’t forget about the
• Freebie Table 
• Snacks 

7:00 pm Water Rocks the Musical with Ames Children’s Choir 

 

Participants can register online at . . . 
www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/77/Fall-IAN-Workshop-2023-Carroll-County.aspx 



Friday, March 10th, 2023 - Sessions at the Prairie Woods Nature Center 

Integrating community art into Naturalist programming 
Presenter: Jennifer Drinkwater, Murals Extension Community Art Specialist & Associate Professor 
Department of Art and Visual Culture College of Design, Iowa State University 
Category: II & III Room: Bison/Wapiti Room 
Come learn about all the resources available to help bring art into your community through nature
programming on both large and small scales! 

NASA Earth Science Resources 
Presenters: Dr. Sarah D. Bang NASA Marshall Space Flight Center Earth Science Branch (ST-11) 
Category: I & II Room: Wapiti Room 
The earth and its phenomena affect every aspect of our daily lives. NASA satellite earth observation 
platforms make it possible for earth scientists to develop detection algorithms, improve prediction, and
understand the climatologies of earth phenomena even in places where traditional observations are
inconsistent or unavailable, and use these observations to monitor our changing Earth system. NASA is
committed to making its data open and accessible to the public. Learn how to access NASA’s earth
observation data for your community and around the world, and ways to engage your community to
learn more about understanding and conserving our dynamic home planet. 

Wild and Wacky Naturalist Stories 
Presenters: Tony Vorwald, Jackson Co Conservation & Cassandra (Alfstad) Barbosa, Montgomery Co 
Conservation 
Category: III Room: Basement 
Come one come all to the first ever live episode and recording of your favorite Iowa 
based naturalist podcast the Crossing Streams Podcast, hosted by Critter Cass and 
Tallgrass Tony. The topic of this live episode is “Your Naturalist Stories.” In this episode we will treat the
session like the Moth Radio Hour where interested naturalists will have the opportunity to tell a story
that happened to them at some point in their Naturalist Career. These stories can be funny, inspiring,
scary, heartbreaking, heart warming as long as it is the storytellers story to share. This live session will
be recorded. If you are interested in telling a story to the audience please contact Tony Vorwald at
tvorwald@jacksoncounty.iowa.gov 

 
Presenter: Gus Elliott, Hunter Education and Shooting Sports for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Chris Like, Science Program Consultant for the Iowa Department of Education 
Category: Room: Bison/Wapiti Room 
Continue on from our session Thursday afternoon and learn how to use the work of Chris Like and Gus
Elliott to connect your resources to those of higher education. 
9:30 – 9:45 am Break 

9:45 – 10:45 am Concurrent Sessions

8:30 - 9:30 am General Session 
Connecting to Higher Level Education

 
Questions????                Heidi Reams– hreams@floydcoia.org 

                                          641-756-3490 or cell 641-220-0074 



Alternate Lodging 

 
12:00 pm Lunch / Depart - 

10:45 – 11:45 am Concurrent Session 
Bow Workshop

Subway Boxed Lunches 6” sub plus
cookie and chips $7.50/person 

Bison View Cabin 
Sleeps 8 comfortably. There are three bedrooms, two with queen size beds and one bedroom with two 
twin size beds along with a full couch sleeper in the living room. Two full bathrooms will also be
located in the Bison View cabin. The Kitchen is equipped with all the basic cookware, dinnerware,
silverware, and cooking utensils. $110 per night. Call 712-792-4612 to reserve. 

Deer Ridge Cabin 
Sleeps 10 comfortably. It has two bedrooms on the main level with queen size beds, a bathroom,
kitchen, living room, and the gathering room. In the lower level of the cabin there is a room with four
twin size beds and a full-size bed along with another bathroom. $125 per night. Call 712-792-4612 to
reserve. 

Carrollton Inn 
1730 US Highway 71 N 
Carroll, Iowa 51401 
712-792-5600 
Room Rate: $115 /night 

To book a room call and mention that you want a room that is blocked for ”Carroll County Conservation
Fall IAN” 40 rooms are available for the Fall IAN Workshop on Wednesday, November 1st, and Thursday,
November 2nd, 2023. Reservations MUST be made by Oct. 1st to guarantee government pricing. 

 

Hide Tanning 
Presenters: Cassandra (Alfstad) Barbosa Montgomery Co. Conservation 
Category: II Room: Basement 
You might be wondering, how do you do a 4 day tanning workshop in a nicely carpeted nature center?
Come find out the logistics of where to get fur, how to keep things clean, during this two week
program. 

Presenter: John Haberl Carroll Co. Conservation NASP & Hunters Education 
Volunteer & Former Bow Shop Owner 
Category: II Room: Bison Room 
Do you have a set of Gensis Bows in your county and you just aren’t quite sure 
how to fix them or maintain them? Here is a great hands-on learning opportunity 
to learn some simple tips and tricks for common bow problems and to keep 
them running smoothly. 

Environmental Education Permits 
Presenters: Karmin Klingenberg, Program planner for the Iowa Dept of Natural Resources 
Category: IV Room: Wapiti Room 
Come learn all about the permitting process with the Iowa DNR. All the ins and out of what you need to
know  for artifacts and live animals!

Lodging 



Naturalists... 

Workshop Coordinator 
Heidi Reams 

Floyd County Naturalist 
1227 215th Street 

P.O. Box 495 
Rockford, Iowa 50468 

(641) 756-3490 
hreams@floydcoia.org 

Secretary 
Rene Stroud 

Pott. County Naturalist 
27792 Ski Hill Loop 

Honey Creek, IA 51542 
(712) 242-1197

rene.stroud@pottcounty-ia.gov 

Treasurer 
Victoria DeVos 

Plymouth County Naturalist 
P.O. Box 1033 

Hinton, IA 51024 
(712) 947-4270 

VDeVos@plymouthcountyiowa.gov 

 
Planting the seed of environmental stewardship by communicating the meanings and relationships in natural, cultural,
and historical resources. 

Two positions are open on the Fall 2023 Executive Committee ballot - Secretary and Vice-
President. Voting will take place at the Fall 2023 IAN Workshop in Carroll County. 
Absentee ballots can be cast via Google poll link found here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4H6-
ytaoWgnGH3DN0rn6R1sRwp7vIceaKtXvAtpOfZZqwag/viewform?usp=sf_link

SECRETARY CANDIDATE: Chloe Proffitt
I’ve worked for Van Buren County Conservation for a year as a Naturalist/Conservation
Technician and have started the environmental education program from scratch here! I
enjoy anything outdoors in my free time, traveling, and spending time with my family and
puppy. Fun fact: ferns are my favorite plant.

I would like to join ExCom as secretary because I am fairly new to IAN and would like to
meet new people and see what all IAN is and what is has to offer. Being a part of IAN has
helped me personally with networking and seeing and learning from other naturalists from
all over the state at conferences.

VICE-PRESIDENT CANDITATE: Michael Maas
Michael Maas has been a naturalist with Buchanan County for the last six years and resides
with his family (wife Suzie, son Oliver (6), daughter Amelia (3 ½ ), and dog Anabelle) in
Independence. His favorite thing as a naturalist is to help expose people to the wonders of
“nearby nature” – the things in their own backyards that they have never noticed before!
Michael has been serving as our Vice President and is hoping for your vote to continue
serving IAN in this role. “It has been exciting to see the changes and progression of IAN
during my time on ExCom, and I’m looking forward to continue making new friendships
and networking with our membership.”

2023 IAN Executive Committee 

Visit us at www.iowanaturalists.org 

Officer-At-Large
Bobbi Donovan

Story County Naturalist 
56461 180th Street

Ames, IA 50010 
(515) 232-2516 

 BDonovan@storycountyiowa.gov 

Vice-President 
Michael Maas 

Buchanan Co. Naturalist 
1883 125th St 

Hazleton, IA 50641 
(319) 636-2617

MMaas@co.buchanan.ia.us 
 

President 
Chelsea Rowcliffe 

Mitchell County Naturalist
 1879-3 Highway 9 

Osage, IA 50461 
(641) 330-0765 

chelsea@osage.net 

 

IAN ExCom Elections!

http://www.iowanaturalists.org/
http://www.iowanaturalists.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Story+County+Conservation&source=hp&ei=UXZeZMyLErKH0PEP6pWkyAQ&iflsig=AOEireoAAAAAZF6EYV3gTbzTK2mCsdayL8nNOQ95xfBK&ved=0ahUKEwiM-IeHpvD-AhWyAzQIHeoKCUkQ4dUDCAs&uact=5&oq=Story+County+Conservation&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyCwguEIAEEMcBEK8BMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEOg4IABCPARDqAhCMAxDlAjoOCC4QjwEQ6gIQjAMQ5QI6CwguEIoFELEDEIMBOgsIABCABBCxAxCDAToLCC4QgAQQxwEQ0QM6CwgAEIoFELEDEIMBOg4ILhCABBCxAxDHARDRAzoRCC4QgAQQsQMQgwEQxwEQ0QM6CAgAEIAEELEDOhEILhCKBRCxAxCDARDHARDRAzoLCAAQgAQQsQMQyQM6CAgAEIoFEJIDOgUILhCABDoICC4QgAQQsQM6EQguEIoFELEDEIMBEMcBEK8BOgsILhCABBCxAxCDAToLCC4QrwEQxwEQgAQ6DQguEIAEEMcBENEDEApQgQZY2CNgnSVoAXAAeACAAaUBiAHhEpIBBDE3LjiYAQCgAQGwAQo&sclient=gws-wiz&bshm=bshwcqp/1#
mailto:karenjohlas-szalkowski@warrenccb.org
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