
Tama County Nature Center
Otter Creek Lake & Park

2283 Park Road
Toledo IA 52342

Option 2: Running a World Class Disc Golf Course & Acquiring New Land
Cost: Free    Time: 1:00-4:00PM    Category: II
Presenters: Aaron Askelson/Faith Hunt, Naturalists, Benton Co. Conservation

Meet at Wildcat Bluff - 3141 57th Street Trail, Center Point, IA 52213
Learn what it takes to run a world class disc golf course and play a few holes. Then 
we will take a hike around our new property & discuss how we raised money for this
unique piece of land. If participants want to play a full round of golf they are welcome.
Participants are encouraged to bring their own discs, we will have some to use also. Dress
for the weather and bring a water bottle.

Option 1: Bird Study Skin Workshop
Cost: FREE    Time: 1:00 - 4:00PM    Category: I & II
Presenter: Raina Genaw, Naturalist, Tama Co. Conservation

Study skins are an excellent interpretive tool for teaching about bird identification, 
studying adaptations, and exploring bird anatomy. During this workshop, you will learn the
process of skinning a bird to create a study skin. The method we will be using does not
include chemicals. Birds will be provided, generously sourced from Iowa Bird Rehabilitation
in Des Moines. If you wish to keep your bird, you must have the necessary permits. 

Fall IAN Workshop 2024 
“Links of Heritage”

Wednesday, November 6th – Offsite and Extended Learning Sessions 

November 6th-8th

Option 3: Meskwaki Museum Visit
Cost: Free    Time: 1:00-4:00PM    Category: I & II
Presenter: Johnathan Buffalo, Director of the Meskwaki Historic Society

Meskwaki Cultural Center & Museum - 303 Meskwaki Road, Tama, IA 52339
Explore Tama County with a visit to the Meskwaki Museum. This museum represents the
past, present, and future of the Meskwaki all under one roof. Johnathan Buffalo, Director of
the Meskwaki Historic Society, is a wealth of knowledge and will be available to answer
any questions you may have!

Option 4: Growing Up Wild Training
Cost: $30    Time: 1:00-4:00PM    Category: I & II
Presenter: Jessica Schellhorn, Education Manager for Blank Park Zoo

Growing Up Wild builds on children's sense of wonder about nature and invites them to
explore wildlife and the world around them. This training provides educators with a
collection of activities written by professionals and reviewed by early childhood education
experts. The cost of the training includes the book, which you get to take home! 

Option 5: Explore Tama County!
Cost: FREE    Time: 1:00-4:00PM    Category: I & II
Explore on your own!

Take a trip to one of the many conservation gems in Tama County! Great places include:
the Irvine Prairie in Dysart, Otter Creek Marsh, Union Grove State Park, T.F. Clark’s Park,
and the Otter Creek Lake & Park. Participants will get addresses and a “things to see” list
prior to the visit. 



Welcome to IAN
Presenters: IAN Welcoming Committee    Category: III & IV 
Room: Downstairs

New to the crew? This session will go through all the nitty gritty details about the
organization and what it has to offer YOU! New to the job? Want to get more
involved? Want more money for your organization? Do you want tips and tricks to
survive the first five years of your new gig? This session is all about how IAN can
support YOU!

11:30 - 1:00 PM - Lunch & Business Meeting

10:00 - 10:30 AM - Break

10:30 - 11:30 AM - Concurrent Sessions

Iowa’s Fungal Biodiversity and the Prairie States Mushroom Club
Presenter: Sarah Delong-Duhon, President of the Prairie States Mushroom Club    Category: I & II
Room: Upstairs

Morel hunting is a popular pastime in Iowa, but did you know we have thousands
of fungi species? Sarah DeLong-Duhon, president of the Prairie States Mushroom
Club, will talk about how the club brings people closer to nature and fosters
scientific discovery in the mycological community. Learn how you can partner with
the club to bring fungi-centric programs into the spotlight!

6:30 - 8:00 AM - Breakfast - Assorted Pastries, Fresh Fruit, Juice/Coffee. $8 per person

8:00 - 8:30 AM - Registration 

8:30 - 9:00 AM - Welcome, Announcements & Introductions 

9:00 - 10:00 AM - General Session

Wildlife Habitat Education Program: Engaging Youth with Wildlife Management
Presenters: Haley Princehouse & Allison Brundy, ISU Extension & Outreach 
Category: II

WHEP (National Wildlife Habitat Education Program) is a hands-on environmental education program wherein
youth ages 8-19 learn about wildlife identification, habitat, management, and more. Over the past school year,

the Tama County WHEP students have grown considerably in their knowledge of wildlife identification,
conservation practices, and how land affects wildlife. Tama County’s WHEP team recently won the state

competition and advanced to nationals. Learn how to bring this program to your county.

 
Planting the seed of environmental stewardship by communicating the meanings and relationships in natural, cultural,
and historical resources. 

Taco Bar - Includes shells & tortillas, lettuce, ground beef, shredded chicken,
black beans, tomatoes, cheese & other toppings. $12 per person

Naturalists... 

Visit us at www.iowanaturalists.org 

Thursday, November 7th - Sessions at the Nature Center

http://www.iowanaturalists.org/
http://www.iowanaturalists.org/


Iowa Bird Rehabilitation
Presenter: Jenni Boonjakuakul, Founder of Iowa Bird Rehabilitation    Category: I
Room: Upstairs

Iowa Bird Rehabilitation (IBR), founded by Jenni Boonjakuakul, is a wildlife
rehabilitation center located in central Iowa that cares for songbirds, waterfowl,
gamebirds, shorebirds, and small raptors. IBR has taken in over 11,000 birds to date,
with an average yearly increase of 25%, admitting almost 2000 birds in 2023 alone.
Beyond rehabilitation, IBR provides valuable assistance, education, enrichment, and
volunteer opportunities to a growing number of people who value Iowa’s wildlife.

 Questions???? Heidi Reams– hreams@floydcoia.org 641-756-3490 or cell 641-220-0074 

Thursday, November 7th - Sessions at the Nature Center

2:00 - 3:00 PM - Concurrent Sessions

1:00 - 2:00 PM - Concurrent Sessions

3:00 - 3:30 PM -  Break & IAN Group Picture

Meskwaki Bulrush & Cattail Weaving
Presenter: Mary Young Bear, Textile Conservator with Meskwaki Historic Preservation    Category: I 
Room: Upstairs

For a period of approximately 50-60 years, Cattail and Bulrush weaving laid dormant
and forgotten by the Meskwaki community. With the support of Historic Preservation
Director, Johnathan Buffalo, as well as the community, a small group of Meskwaki
women has been able to revitalize Cattail and Bulrush weaving as a living tradition. 

Remnants & Relics: Trying to do better by Jackson County’s sensitive areas
Presenter: Tony Vorwald, Naturalist, Jackson Co. Conservation    Category: I & II 
Room: Downstairs

Every Iowa County has valuable natural areas, and many do not get the care that 
they need. Jackson County Conservation has a number of quality sensitive areas,
remnant prairies, savannas, oak woodlands, and algific slopes that historically have 
not received the ecological management that they deserve. Join Tony Vorwald and
learn about Jackson County Conservation's effort to restore its quality natural areas.

Coaching WHEP
Presenters: Raina Genaw, Naturalist, Tama Co. Conservation & Haley Princehouse, ISU Extension & Outreach    Category: II 
Room: Downstairs

The Wildlife Habitat Education Program (WHEP) offers a unique opportunity to
engage youth in wildlife management and identification. How can you introduce 
WHEP in your community, what should you know beforehand, and what does it look 
like to coach WHEP? 



6:00 PM - Dinner 

3:30 - 4:30 PM - Concurrent Sessions

4:40 - 5:40 PM - General Session

Meskwaki History & Future
Presenter: Johnathan Buffalo, Historical Preservation Director, Meskwaki Museum & Cultural Center 
Category: I

Johnathan L. Buffalo is the historic preservation director for the Meskwaki Nation, who leads efforts to research,
archive, protect, conserve, and perpetuate the traditional resources of the Meskwaki tribe.

Lasagna (3 ways) - Meat, Gluten Free with meat, & Vegetarian options with Side
Salad, Fruit, & Garlic Toast. $15 per person

 

Participants can register online at:  
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-Event/93/Fall-IAN-Workshop-
2024-Tama- County.aspx

Thursday, November 7th - Sessions at the Nature Center

Bingo & Auction After Dinner To bring your
fundraising items!

REAP - CEP Updates
Presenter: Michelle Wilson, REAP Coordinator, Iowa DNR   Category: IV 
Room: Upstairs

The Conservation Education Program (CEP) is a key provision of the Resource
Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Act of 1989. Approximately $350,000 is
allocated annually through conservation education program grants. On May 17,
2024 Governor Reynolds signed into law Senate File 2385, an Act relating to
boards, commissions, committees, councils, and other entities of state government.
How has this affected REAP-CEP rules and applications, and what can you do to get
the most out of the next grant cycle?

Plug into USFWS Social Media
Presenter: Courtney Celley, Digital Strategist & Web Manager for the US Fish & Wildlife Service    Category: III 
Room: Downstairs

Social media offers a means for cost-effectively reaching diverse audiences over 
large geographies in a manner that is convenient for them. However, there is still 
much to learn about it as a tool for public engagement. Good engagement requires
 the same thought and effort whether in-person or online. Courtney Celley, Digital 
Strategist & Web Manager for the US Fish & Wildlife Service, will discuss cultivating 
a successful, relatable, and informational social media presence that builds upon 
current trends, audience interests, and conservation education efforts.



Iowa’s First Farmers: Sunflowers to Corn
Presenters: Chérie Haury-Artz, University of Iowa Office of the State Archaeologist 
Category: I & II

Archaeological evidence for Iowa's first domesticated plants stretches back about 4,000 years. What were
people growing and where? Some of their staple crops might surprise you! This program explores the origins of

plant domestication and the archaeological evidence for agriculture found in Iowa. The talk will be
accompanied by a display of real and replica artifacts and samples of relevant plants.

MyCountyParks New Website Updates
Presenter: Tom Hazelton, ICCS Systems Administrator    Category: IV 
Room: Downstairs

Join ICCS Internet Systems and MyCountyParks.com Administrator Tom Hazelton for
a snapshot of the new looks, features, functionalities and administrative integrations
of the New MCP.com Website - due for release this fall!! This session will focus on
the new Events interface as well as the News postings and lots about required
images. Plenty of time to for your specific questions and exploring the options!

9:45 - 10:45 AM - Concurrent Sessions

10:45 - 11:45 AM - Concurrent Sessions

6:30 - 8:00 AM Breakfast - Assorted Pastries, Fresh Fruit, Juice/Coffee. $8 per person

8:00 - 8:30 AM -  Announcements 

8:30 - 9:30 AM - General Session

Naturalist Shaming
Presenter: Heidi Reams, Naturalist, Floyd Co. Conservation    Category: III 
Room: Upstairs

As the "face of the county", the public as well as other Naturalists look to the you
and often follow your lead regarding the environment and how to interact with it.
What "face" are you presenting? #natsham began as a joke but has grown to more! 

Friday, November 8th - Sessions at the Nature Center

 

Participants can register online at:  https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-
Event/93/Fall-IAN-Workshop-2024-Tama- County.aspx

Phenomena Blitz: Using the Bio-Blitz Model for Classroom Engagement
Presenter: Tiffany Morgan, Iowa PBS    Category: II
Room: Upstairs

Using the bio-blitz model for place-based, citizen science engagement, 
Iowa PBS has worked with Iowa outdoor educators, classroom teachers, and partners to
host "Phenomena Blitzes” in strategically chosen locations throughout Iowa. Join Iowa
Science Phenomena Coordinator, Tiffany Morgan, as well as county conservationists
who've hosted these events to learn more about the Iowa Science Phenomena website,
this unique application of the bio-blitz model for community and classroom engagement,
and how you can host an Iowa Science Phenomena event in your community!



Designer Inn & Suites
403 US-30 Business, Toledo, Iowa 52342 

Pilgrim Heights Camp & Retreat Center
3005 E Ave, Montour, IA 50173 

Eating Tama County
Presenter: Raina Genaw, Naturalist, Tama Co. Conservation    Category: I & II
Room: Downstairs

Tama County, like all of Iowa, is full of tasty and useful plants and fungi! Explore
what this county has to offer with tea and snacks, and get some new foraging 
ideas to bring back with you.

641-484-5678

641-750-3369

Ham Salad or Egg Salad or Veggie wrap, Potato Salad, & Fruit Salad. All to go $12 per person

1504 305th Street 
Tama, Iowa 52339 
800-728-4263

Room Rate: $99 /night

To book a room call and mention that you want a room that is blocked for “Tama County Conservation Fall IAN” 
40 rooms are available for the Fall IAN Workshop on Wednesday, Nov. 6th, and Thursday, Nov. 7th, 2024. 
** Please note that hotel policy does not allow alcohol in the hotel rooms.

Summer 2024 IAN Registrants:
Look for emailed instructions on using your credits

Meskwaki Hotel 

12:00 PM - Lunch/Depart

10:45 - 11:45 AM - Concurrent Sessions

Lodging 

Remember Dinnerware (plate &

utensils) Reusable water bottle

Snacks Freebie table items

Fundraiser Donations

Alternate Lodging (No block of rooms has been reserved for these locations) 

Friday, November 8th - Sessions at the Nature Center

tel:18007284263
tel:18007284263

