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I the Radiance of Starlight

Every morning, my pup and | go out for a walk. Over the last few
months, | have started to see some old friends. Orion is shining brightly
in the East once again, and now his dogs have joined him. The last time
| saw stars on our morning walks, Scorpio graced the sky!

Basking in the radiance of the morning starlight always sets me on my
best path for the day! | am grateful for the essence of these
constellations; they remind me of the enormity of the universe and
how incredibly lucky we are to have today. Their appearance and
procession across the sky remind me of past events as they foretell
approaching changes.

And change is coming, not only in the seasons but also for IAN. This
year has been the final ExCom officer term year for both Heidi Reams
fl and myself. It is time for a new procession of people to grace our |AN skies.

A quick overview of how ExCom works; every voting officer elected to
ExCom serves a 2-year term. At the end of the two-year term, they can
run again, however, no voting ExCom officer (the Treasurer position
cannot vote and does not turn over) can hold an office for more than two
consecutive terms. Since officer turnovers are staggered, there are times when an existing ExCom Member will
shift to a different position to ease the transition and maintain continuity.

There has been internal movement within the roles of some of our current ExCom officers. Michael Maas will take
over the Presidency in the fall. Bobbi Donovan, who is at the end of her first two-year term will be running for her
second term, however this time instead of the Officer-at-Large position, she will be pursuing the role of Vice
President. This leaves the positions of Officer-at-Large and the Workshop Committee Chair vacant.

IAN is also working to recruit a strong, supportive workshop committee to assist the Workshop Committee Chair
officer. Through reorganization and subdivisions of the work, IAN be able to host amazing conferences without
overloading any single individual. The subcategories within the workshop committee are not limited to but
include Dietary, Pre-workshop, Keynote, and Concurrent Sessions. We need you! Please join the workshop
committee and become a part of an amazing crew that makes outstanding workshops and conferences happen! If
you have any questions or would like to help, just reach out to your nearest ExCom Officer.

As you are all aware, the |AN sky has recently lost the light
of one of our stars, Steven Martin. The loss of someone so
unexpectedly, feels like a supernova shockwave. His humor,
and radiant love of the natural world will be missed! We
know his dedication and passion for the Earth will shine on
through all of the lives he impacted.

It is hard to believe that this article is my last as your
President. | have enjoyed serving you over the past four =
years. | have learned so much about ExCom, IAN, and | have =
gained many valuable skills while in your service. | am
grateful for all the new people | have met, the comradery |
have felt, and the friendships | have deepened while
serving you. | have been most honored and humbled to
have served on the Executive Committee the last four years.

M
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Thank You, Heidi!

IAN workshops are arguably one of the BEST benefits of joining
IAN, second only to the actual people and connections that make
this organization so great! 1AN workshops provide professional
development and continuing education opportunities;
networking, mentoring, and friendship building; trainings and
certifications; and explorations into other ecosystems, cultures,
and histories throughout the state and beyond. All of this would
not be possible without the tremendous collaborative effort of
the workshop host, committee, volunteers, ExCom, all of which
are coordinated by the Workshop Chair. For the past 3 years, that
role has been headed by Heidi Reams, Naturalist with Floyd
County Conservation. She, along with guidance from previous
workshop coordinator Brianne Blom (Clay County Conservation),
and with support and input from ExCom and host counties, has
made big changes and improvements in the way IAN Workshops

are organized and presented.

If you enjoy IAN workshops and the incredible learning and
networking opportunities they offer, consider joining the
Workshop committee, fundraising committee, or even hosting a
workshop! We'd love to come play in your part of the prairie!

Thank you, Heidi for your service and dedication to IAN and its
members! We owe you a Pepsi, no #natsham 35,

REAP-CEP ([fpdates

CONSERVATION
EDUCATION

PROGRAM

During the 91st General Assembly, the lowa Legislature passed and Governor Reynolds signed Senate File
2385, an Act Relating to Boards, Commissions, Committees, Councils, and Other Entities of State Government,
and Including Effective Date and Transition Provisions. As part of that Act and as of July 1, 2024, the REAP
Conservation Education funds will be administered by the Department of Natural Resources and REAP
Coordinator instead of through a Conservation Education Board. Due to this change, the Department will now
undertake rulemaking to create a review and selection committee that will assist the REAP Coordinator in the
award of CEP Grants and disbursement of funds. It is the intent of the Department that review and selection
committee members will be composed of the same organizations outlined in original law for the CEP Board.

' Resource Enhancement and Protection

In the coming weeks you will see draft language for the new Administrative Rule Chapter 33, Resource
Enhancement and Protection Program: County, City, Private Open Spaces and Conservation Education Grant
Programs. Division V of this rule is where the Conservation Education Program language resides. The

structure outlined in Division V was in partnership with past members of the Conservation Education Program
Board and offers new opportunities, additional clarity for allowed expenditures and a new reporting structure
for completed projects. As you review the proposed Administrative Rule, you will also note many sections of
text deleted. Many of the areas of deletion are due to duplication of elements already found in Division 1,
General Provisions. We are taking the opportunity to further clean up areas of redundancy creating an easier to
read, more streamlined rule. The rules process takes time. This initial review of the rule is for stakeholder input
and prior to the start of formal rulemaking. You will see requests for review and comment at least two
additional times throughout the entire process as we move to Notice of Intended Action and then Final Rule.

Because of this change, the November grant cycle for REAP CEP has been delayed until the new rule is in place.
As the new rule is working through the process the Department will continue to work with past Board members
to develop new grant applications, scoring criteria and the reporting templates so that as soon as Chapter 33 is
Adopted and Final, a grant round can be announced. For any questions or comments, please contact Michelle
Wilson at Michelle.Wilson@dnr.iowa.gov or (515) 446-0535.




JANf Grants ot ({Jork!

Dickinson County Conservation Board (DCCB) gratefully accepted an
lowa Association of Naturalist (IAN) grant in the fall of 2023. We
utilized this grant along with additional funds by our foundation to
purchase 45 new snowshoes for winter programming. Excited to
jump into winter field trips, we had five anticipated program for the
pilot season. Unfortunately, nature laughed at us and did not
provide enough snow for the intended use of the equipment.
While our monkey sure enjoyed its trip out to the prairie in the
snowshoes, we hope to put all monkey business aside and have
lined up another round of snowshoe programs for winter 2025. If all
seven programs occur, over 250 students will have the opportunity
to try this amazing outdoor activity! This would not be possible
without the addition of these resources to DCCB. Thank you so
much for the funds for
our winter programming
to expand. Now, if we o
could just control the IAN Grant

| weather. Applications Due
xS 4 .. Oct | 6th

5,000

las been budgeted on a limited-time basis

Apply online at iowanaturalists.org
Click the programs tab to open Grants &
Scholarships. The application button is on the
bottomn of the page.

Do you have an upcoming workshop or professional development event that’s beyond your
budget? IAN offers a scholarship program designed to help offset workshop costs and
enhance professional development for current members! Scholarships are awarded up to
$150 and can be used for registration fees, which may include meals. Please note that
funds cannot be allocated for college credit, membership fees, or travel expenses. You can
receive one scholarship each calendar year, and they are granted on a first-come, )
first-served basis. To get started on the scholarship process, visit '—?adh Hunl '
Scholarship Committee

https://www.iowanaturalists.org/memberservices/funding Chair
Naturalist, Benton County

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION:
1.Applicants must be an IAN member. Be sure to get your yearly membership
paid if you haven't yet!
1.Student applicants must provide a signature endorsement from a Guidance Counselor/Natural Resource
Professional/Advisor/Professor.
2.Applicants must state career goals.
3.Selection of the recipients is based on the applicant’s ability to explain the relevancy of the workshop to
their career/professional goals.

fhunt@bentoncountyparks.com

519-472-4942

The application deadline is 30 days prior to the start of the scheduled workshop/training.



Fall SAN FUN-draiser

Get ready for fundraiser fun! This year we are looking for each district to show off again! Work with your
neighbors to put together a banner basket! These baskets will be our silent auction items. Which district will
have the most desirable basket?!?

Silent Auction
Will occur throughout the day on Thursday.

@ Auction will close & winners announced .
Bingo Fun for Everyone!

halfway through BINGO. The fundraising is looking

Please get together with your district to create a for great bingo items that
basket for the silent auction. will be ' won:at e end.of

each bingo round! Brin
BlNGO! somethgi,ng unique, 1::rg
Who doesn’t love BINGO?! We will play quirky, or delicious!
after dinner on Thursday. Please bring
cash to pay for your BINGO cards!

Full night of BINGO (3 cards/round): $25

Don’t want to play all night? No worries: , = .. belnging &
3 BINGO Cards: $5 smaller item(s) that can be
Extra BINGO Card: $2 used as prizes.
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Lee County
Conservation

Long before | knew it was even an actual job, | found
myself standing in a prairie on the edge of town and

. wishing | could teach people how cool lowa used be.
< '_"5.':“%. , Ten years later in 2002, as | was getting ready to
7 -..fq graduate from the University of lowa with degrees in
’ - anthropology and art and preparing to head to grad
school, | went a photo contest hosted by then Johnson
- County naturalist Brad Freidhof. | remember standing
_— . there amazed watching him laughing and talking with
' people and knew immediately that was what | wanted
to do. Before | could even second guess myself Brad
had hired me for a year-long position as an AmeriCorps
naturalist. After galivanting to the west coast and
around the corn field prairies of the Midwest for a few
years | found myself in the Florida of lowa, not too far
from my hometown of lowa City and within view of the
Mississippi River. | have been here ten years now and

c,m[ Sw@ ) C cme’wam will most likely be here until | retire if the local kids
uo“""m""""-‘-r:{_’ — ——

have anything to say about it.
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Hi everyone my name is Aubrey Brown. | am a new
naturalist with both Franklin and Wright County
Conservation Boards. | switch between the counties
every other week and it has been such a blast to learn
more about both communities. This is my firsttime =
holding a naturalist position and | am overjoyed with =
the amount of kindness and support from IAN. | was led "
to environmental education during my past two years as
a Green lowa AmeriCorps member. There | was first
introduced to environmental education as it was one of
our requirements during serving. | got to work with
various groups to put on education programming and
activities and | knew that | wanted to be able to share
knowledge and excitement about our natural world. |
am so thrilled to hopefully engage more people with our
environment and to get to work with you all. Please feel

free to reach out to me if you'd ever like to collaborate ﬂu’bwf Bfw‘w‘w B ?WMW a'nd W’ug‘h’t
or have any questions! C‘Wﬂ&{ Cmmum
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Save the [)ates!

U ing E.E./Int tation Workshops:
Upcoming IAN Workshops: pcoming E.E./Interpretation Workshops

ICEC: Check the website for upcoming Growing Up WILD
Spring Workshop: SKA COUNTY and Project WILD & WILD Aquatic trainings.

Mahaska County MEEC: 2025 will be next conference

March 5th-7th
NAAEE: Pre-Conference Workshops: November 6
Research Symposium: November 5-6
Conference: November 6-9
The Westin Pittsburgh
"Building Bridges”

Summer Workshop: NAI: December 3rd-6th
new Ew o i - "Navigating Changing Tides"
Clay/Dickinson County St. Augustine, Florida

August 6-8th
lowa DNR: Check their website for upcoming trainings
and continuing education opportunities through their Fish
IOWA, B.O.W., NASP, and other programs.
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/For-Teachers
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Things-To-Do/Camps-
Workshops
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do
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Krlsten Bieret, Naturallst with Carroll County, welcomed another
tiny human, Ruby Bieret, to her family. The Bieret family officially

became a familyr of 4 on May 14th, 2024.

Another mini naturalist is on the way soon! Montgomery County'’s
naturalist, Cassandra Barbosa is excited to welcome her first
“critter”, a baby girl, in February 2025.

Amber Carpenter, Naturalist with Story County Conservation, got
married May 18th, 2024 to Wyatt Carpenter. They are in the midst
of planning their honeymoon trip to Sequoia National Park,
California this winter to celebrate!

Heather Gamm has taken the Executive Director position with
Fayette County Conservation. She served Bremer County
Conservation as the EE Coordinator/Naturalist for the past 23 years
and worked in Boone County as their very first naturalist before
that.

A research article, “Opportunities and challenges in advanced
communication technologies in the environment: a case of forest
management communication”, that Bobbi Donovan (Story County) s

is a co-author on, was recently published in Applied Environmental L PMMMBM%DW ' ﬁz
Education and Communication! f r:. :

Thanks for letting us all share and support you in the field and at home.
Keep up the amazing work, Constellation! “4’

r"“ u_




Two positions are open on the Fall 2024 Executive Committee ballot:
Workshop Coordinator and Officer-at-Large.
Voting will take place at the Fall 2024 IAN Workshop in Tama County. Absentee ballots can be cast via Google
poll link found here: https://forms.gle/f4/GEN7EppRae9Nm8

DUTIES OF THE WORKSHOP COORDINATOR
Responsible for planning three professional development workshops.
Prepare materials for workshop including:

- Workshop registration packet
- Online workshop registration
- ﬂ;:ﬁne"m.hop survey

- Abbreviated schedule to display at workshop
Cassandra Barbosa Work with the workshop host on all workshops.
| am the naturalist for Montgomery County Conservation. Our  Prepare and present any certificates for hosts and presenters.
main office is located in Red Oak (Southwest lowa), andwe  Work with Treasurer for registrations, payments, presenter fees, etc.
manage 10 wildlife areas. | grew up in Indianola, lowa and have  Provide evaluations at each workshop meeting, and present a
always aimed to work in a field where | can educate others about - summary to ExCom. :
my passions. | have worked at the Science Center of lowa, Lake
Ahquabi State Park, and | got this gig right out of college
(graduated from Northwest Missouri State University with a
degree in Wildlife Ecology & Conservation, and General Biology
with an emphasis in zoology) and | have loved every bit of it. |
have been here for 4 years and strive to make us the best we can
be. A few random fun facts about me- | am an rookie taxidermist, |
have a sweet Vizsla named Loretta Lynn, and my husband and |
are excited to welcome our first child in February 2025.

My goals for executive committee: | am eager to take big leaps
and step into new roles. | would love to be considered for the
workshop committee chair. | believe | have the ability to excel at
this position and | am full of ideas to help the betterment of the
group. Southwest lowa doesn't always have a ton of
representation, and | would love to represent our comer. | want to
help foster connections between IAN and other organizations, and
connect our group with resources to better our programming and

outreach. PLEASE REACH OUT IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS!

a}en!uhap Ceordinaler

| have been the naturalist for Tama County for nearly two years,
before which | worked as a seasonal interpreter with the IDNR
for three summers at Bellevue State Park and the Mines of Spain
(while studying to earn my BS in Biology and BA in Music). The
natural world has always fascinated me, from infectious diseases
and cell biology to wildflowers and conservation. Over the past
few years, | have only gotten more passionate about spreading
love, respect, and knowledge of nature—and luckily, | have the
perfect job to do that! While | may be a newer face to AN, | have
found our network of naturalists and environmental educators to
be incredibly helpful and wonderful to be a part of. Workshops
and conferences have been a great opportunity for me be
inspired by the wonderful things others are doing in their
communities. Despite being the only naturalist for Tama CCB, |
have never been alone because | get to be a part of IAN! Being a
Workshop Chair for ExCom would not only help me give back to
this organization, but also enable me to help others feel the
same sense of community and empowerment.



Two positions are open on the Fall 2024 Executive Committee ballot:
Workshop Coordinator and Officer-at-Large.
Voting will take place at the Fall 2024 IAN Workshop in Tama County. Absentee ballots can be cast via Google
poll link found here: https://forms.gle/f4/GEN7EppRae9Nm8

: : a.representatlve._-..ef Al
during their term on ExCo

* Sit as a representative of A
buaml as deemad b ef_‘ al

Eanrn electlohs
Julie Fosado

Hello! My name is Julie Fosado and I'm running for the
officer-at-large position of ExCom. I've worked for
Kossuth County Conservation for 15 years as an
assistant naturalist and believe that my experience has
armed me with knowledge and insight to contribute to
both the IAN ExCom and the ICCS board. At the same
time, | would love to learn more about the
innerworkings of these organizations, push myself out
of my comfort zone and meet new people.

Here’s a little about me:
e | grew up in Wisconsin
¢ Spending time in the Northwoods refreshes my soul
¢ | like learning and laughing about gross nature stuff
and opossums

Like many of you, the lines between my personal
interests and work interests are blurred. Being a proud
nature nerd and a voice for the earth is who l am. My ==
goals revolve around leaving the earth a better place for :
future generations and creating that fire inside folks to
care. | hope you will consider voting for me as | would
truly enjoy serving for you. Thank you!

Act as llalsﬂri to committees and present committee
summary reports at business and ExCom meetings.
‘Compile and edit the newsletter.

Bobbi Donovan

Bobbi is one of the Naturalists on the Story County

Conservation crew, and previously worked in Louisa County.

She and husband Tanner just wished their daughter, Elysse, a
happy first birthday at the end of September.

Bobbi was elected to IAN ExCom in the fall of 2022 to serve as
our first Officer-at-Large. She hopes to for your support for a
second, two-year term election to continue to serve IAN as

Vice-President.



Zall JAN (Workshon 2024

Links mﬁm@%

Tama County Nature Center
| Otter Creek Lake & Park
4 PR _g 2283 Park Road
- Toledo IA 52342

Option 1: §|rd Study Skin Workshop
Cost: FREE Time: 1:00 - 4:00PM Category: | &

Presenter: Raina Genaw, Naturalist, Tama Co. Coriservation

Study skins are an excellent interpretive tool for teaching about bird identification, studying
adaptations, and exploring bird anatomy. During this workshop, you will learn the process
of skinning a bird to create a study skin. The method we will be using does not include
chemicals. Birds will be provided, generously sourced from lowa Bird Rehabilitation in Des
Moines. If you wish to keep your bird, you must have the necessary permits.

Option 2: Running a World Class Dlsc Golf Course & Acquiring New Land
Cost: Free Time: 1:00-4:00PM Catego

Presenters: Aaron Askelson/Faith Hunt, Natura rsts Benton Co. Conservation

Meet at Wildcat Bluff - 3141 57th Street Trail, Center Point, IA 52213
Learn what it takes to run a world class disc golf course and play a few holes. Then we will
take a hike around our new property & discuss how we raised money for this unique piece
of land. If participants want to play a full round of golf they are welcome. Participants are
encouraged to bring their own discs, we will have some to use also. Dress for the weather
and bring a water bottle.

Option 3: Meskwaki Museum Visit
Cost: Free Time: 1:00-4:00PM Category: | & ||

Presenter: Johnathan Buffalo, Director of the Meskwaki Historic Society

Meskwaki Cultural Center & Museum - 303 Meskwaki Road, Tama, IA 52339

Explore Tama County with a visit to the Meskwaki Museum. This museum represents the
past, present, and future of the Meskwaki all under one roof. Johnathan Buffalo, Director of
the Meskwaki Historic Society, is a wealth of knowledge and will be available to answer any
questions you may have!

Meskwaki Nation

Sac & Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in lowa

Option 4: Growing Up Wild Training Growingg, Up
Cost: $30 Time: 1:00-4:00PM Category: | & || '
Presenter: lessica Schellhorn, Education Manager for Blank Park Zoo l

Growing Up Wild builds on children’s sense of wonder about nature and invites them to
ex[)lore wildlife and the world around them. This training provides educators with a

ollection of activities written by professionals and reviewed by early childhood education
experts. The cost of the training includes the book, which you get to take home!

Option 5: Explore Tama County!
Cost: FREE Time: 1:00-4:00PM Category: | & Il

Explore on your own!

Take a trip to one of the many conservation gems in Tama County! Great places include: CONQETION
the Irvine Prairie in Dysart, Otter Creek Marsh, Union Grove State Park, T.F. Clark’s Park
and the Otter Creek Lake & Park. Participants will get addresses and a “things to see” list

inor to the visit.




Thursday, [fevember 7th - Sessions althe [fature (enter
6:30 - 8:00 AM - Breakfast - Assorted Pastries, Fresh Fruit, Juice/Coffee. $8 per person
8:00 - 8:30 AM - Registration
8:30 - 9:00 AM - Welcome, Announcements & Introductions
9:00 - 10:00 AM - General Session A
WHE
v
NATIONAL WILDLIFE HABITAT EDUCATION PROGRAM

Presenters: Haley Princehouse & Allison Brundy, ISU Extension & Outreach
Category: ||

WHEP (National Wildlife Habitat Education Program) is a hands-on environmental education program wherein
youth ages 8-19 learn about wildlife identification, habitat, management, and more. Over the past school year,
the Tama County WHEP students have grown considerably in their knowledge of wildlife identification,
conservation practices, and how land affects wildlife. Tama County’s WHEP team recently won the state
competition and advanced to nationals. Learn how to bring this program to your county.

10:00 - 10:30 AM - Break
10:30 - 11:30 AM - Concurrent Sessions

lowa’s Fungal Biodiversity and the Prairie States Mushroom Club

Presenter: Sarah Delong-Duhon, President of the Prairie States Mushroom Club  Category: | &
Room: Upstairs

Morel hunting is a popular pastime in lowa, but did you know we have thousands of
fungi species? Sarah DelLong-Duhon, president of the Prairie States Mushroom Club, Mushroom Club
will talk about how the club brings people closer to nature and fosters scientific
discovery in the mycological community. Learn how you can partner with the club
to bring fungi-centric programs into the spotlight!

Welcome to IAN "
Presenters: IAN Welcoming Committee Category: Il & IV X
Room: Downstairs p

New to the crew? This session will go through all the nitty gritty details about the ","
organization and what it has to offer YOU! New to the job? Want to get more ]
involved? Want more money for your organization? Do you want tips and tricks to *
survive the first five years of your new gig? This session is all about how IAN can

rt YOU! .
suppo "‘aco b°05 \
11:30 - 1:00 PM - Lunch & Business Meeting

Taco Bar - Includes shells & tortillas, lettuce, ground beef, shredded chicken, black Y
beans, tomatoes, cheese & other toppings. $12 per person

- Planting the seed of environmental stewardship by communicating the meanings and relationships in natural, cultural,

. .t and historical resources.

Visit us at www.iowanaturalists.org




Thursday, [fevember 7th - Sessions althe [fature Center

1:00 - 2:00 PM - Concurrent Sessions
Meskwaki Bulrush & Cattail Weaving

Presenter: Mary Young Bear, Textile Conservator with Meskwaki Historic Preservation ~Category: |
Room: Upstairs

For a period of approximately 50-60 years, Cattail and Bulrush weaving laid
dormant and forgotten by the Meskwaki community. With the support of Historic
Preservation Director, Johnathan Buffalo, as well as the community, a small group of
Meskwaki women has been able to revitalize Cattail and Bulrush weaving as a living tradition.

Remnants & Relics: Trying to do better by Jackson County’s sensitive areas

Presenter: Tony Vorwald, Naturalist, Jackson Co. Conservation Category: | & Il
Room: Downstairs

Every lowa County has valuable natural areas, and many do not get the care that
they need. Jackson County Conservation has a number of quality sensitive areas,
remnant prairies, savannas, oak woodlands, and algific slopes that historically have
not received the ecological management that they deserve. Join Tony Vorwald and
learn about Jackson County Conservation'’s effort to restore its quality natural areas.

2:00 - 3:00 PM - Concurrent Sessions

owa Bird Rehabilitation
Presenter: Jenni Boonjakuakul, Founder of lowa Bird Rehabilitation Category: | ’ 1

Room: Upstairs
lowa Bird Rehabilitation (IBR), founded by Jenni Boonjakuakul, is a wildlife
rehabilitation center located in central lowa that cares for songbirds, waterfowl, N
gamebi_rds, shorebirds, and small raptors. IBR has taken in over 11,000 birds to _ .
ate, with an average yearly increase of 25%, admitting almost 2000 birds in 2023 ] O \,\_':1 B | }‘d
alone. Beyond rehabilitation, IBR provides valuable assistance, education, it S
enrichment, and volunteer opportunities to a growing number of people who value INEHABILITATION
lowa’s wild(ife.
Coaching WHEP
Presenters: Raina Genaw, Naturalist, Tama Co. Conservation & Haley Princehouse, ISU Extension & Outreach
Category: |l

Room: Downstairs

The Wildlife Habitat Education Program (WHEP) offers a unique opportunity to
en|_g|age_‘ youth in wildlife management and identification. How can you introduce ﬁ
WHEP in your community, what should you know beforehand, and what does it

. y .
look like to coach WHEP? ‘fTH E}
v

NATIONAL WILDLIFE HABITAT EDUCATION PROGRAM

3:00 - 3:30 PM - Break & IAN Group Picture gl

Questions???? Heidi Reams- hreams@floydcoia.org  641-756-3490 or cell 641-220-0074




Thursday, November 7th - Sessions al the [alure Center

3:30 - 4:30 PM - Concurrent Sessions

REAP - CEP Updates
Presenter: Michelle Wilson, REAP Coordinator, lowa DNR  Category: |V
Room: Upstairs

The Conservation Education Program (CEPt) is a key provision of the Resource
Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Act of 1989. Approximately $350,000 is
allocated annually through conservation education grogram grants. On May 17, 2024
Governor Reynolds signed into law Senate File 2385, an Act relating to boards,
commissions, committees, councils, and other entities of state government. How has
this affected REAP-CEP rules and applications, and what can you do to get the most
out of the next grant cycle?

REA

Plug into USFWS Social Media
Presenter: Courtney Celley, Digital Strategist & Web Manager for the US Fish & Wildlife Service Category: |l

Room: Downstairs
FISH & WILDL n‘D
Social media offers a means for cost-effectively reaching diverse audiences over ~ SERVICE

large geographies in a manner that is convenient for them. However, there is still

much to learn about it as a tool for public engagement. Good engagement requires

the same thought and effort whether in-person or online. Courtney Celley, Digital
Strategist & Web Manager for the US Fish & Wildlife Service, will discuss culfivating

a successful, relatable, and informational social media presence that builds upon current
trends, audience interests, and conservation education efforts.

4:40 - 5:40 PM - General Session

Meshwahi istony & Future

E;%senter:llohnathan Buffalo, Historical Preservation Director, Meskwaki Museum & Cultural Center
egory:

Johnathan L. Buffalo is the historic preservation director for the Meskwaki Nation, who leads efforts to
research, archive, protect, conserve, and perpetuate the traditional resources of the Meskwaki tribe.

6:00 PM - Dinner
Lasagna (3 ways) - Meat, Gluten Free with meat, & Vegetarian options with Side Salad, Fruit, & Garlic Toast.
$15 per person

Bingo & Auction After Dinner

Participants can register online at;
https: 1(www.mycountyparks.t:aam/Org-Event/9?;/F.all-IJ'\N-W.:)rkshc:-p—
ama- County.aspx

ttps
2024-




IBWA

Friday, Nfovember 8th - Sessions al the Nalure Center f\soamons
6:30 - 8:00 AM Breakfast - Assorted Pastries, Fresh Fruit, Juice/Coffee. $8 per person
8:00 - 8:30 AM - Announcements PRE2Cs,
8:30 - 9:30 AM - General Session &

Jowa's Finst Formens: Sinﬁw}e&é To Corn

Presenters: Chérie Haury-Artz, University of lowa Office of the State Archaeologist
Category: | & Il

Archaeological evidence for lowa's first domesticated plants stretches back about 4,000 years. What were
people growing and where? Some of their staple crops might surprise you! This program explores the origins of
plant domestication and the archaeological evidence for agriculture found in lowa. The talk will be
accompanied by a display of real and replica artifacts and samples of relevant plants.

9:45 - 10:45 AM - Concurrent Sessions

Naturalist Shamin
Presenter: Heidi Reams, Naturalist, Floyd Co. Conservation Category: |||
Room: Upstairs

As the "face of the county”, the public as well as other Naturalists look to the you
and often follow your lead regarding the environment and how to interact with it.
What "face” are you presenting? #natsham began as a joke but has grown to more!

MyCountyParks New Website Updates

Presenter: Tom Hazelton, /CCS Systems Administrator Category: |V
Room: Downstairs mycou ntyparks

Join ICCS Internet Systems and MyCountyParks.com Administrator
Tom Hazelton for a snapshot of the new looks, features,
functionalities and administrative integrations of the New MCP.com Website - due
for release this fall!! This session will focus on the new Events interface as well as
the News postings and lots about required images. Plenty of time to for your specific
questions and exploring the options!

.com

10:45 - 11:45 AM - Concurrent Sessions

Phenomena Blitz: Using the Bio-Blitz Model for Classroom Engagement
Presenter: Tiffany Morgan, lowa PBS Category: ||
Room: Upstairs l @ P B S
Using the bio-blitz model for place-based, citizen science engagement, lowa PBS has

worked with lowa outdoor educators, classroom teachers, and partners to host

"Phenomena Blitzes” in strategically chosen locations throughout lowa. Join lowa Science

Phenomena Coordinator, Tiffany Morgan, as well as county conservationists who've

hosted these events to learn more about the lowa Science Phenomena website, this

unique application of the bio-blitz model for community and classroom engagement, and

how you can host an lowa Science Phenomena event in your community!

Partlc nts can register online at: https://www.mycountyparks.com/Org-
Event / all-IAN-Workshop-2024-T ma- County.aspx




Friday, [fovember 8th - Sessions al the [falure Center
10:45 - 11:45 AM - Concurrent Sessions

Eating Tama County
Presenter: Raina Genaw, Naturalist, Tama Co. Conservation Category: | & Il
Room: Downstairs

’
Tama County, like all of lowa, is full of tasty and useful plants and fungi! Explore l/‘W’i ‘FOOd

a taste of nature

what this county has to offer with tea and snacks, and get some new foraging
ideas to bring back with you.

12:00 PM - Lunch/Depart
Ham Salad or Egg Salad or Veggie wrap, Potato Salad, & Fruit Salad. All to go $12 per person

Fall 2024
"> AN Fundraisers!

Silent Auction

o= Will occur throughout the day on Thursday.
8ID Auction will close & winners announced
[ - halfway through BINGO.

Please get together with your district to create a
basket for the silent auction.

BINGO!
Who doesn’t love BINGO?! We will play
after dinner on Thursday. Please bring
cash to pay for your BINGO cards!

Full night of BINGO (3 cards/round): $25 -
Don’t want to play all night? No worries: . .. .. .ider bringing @
3 BINGO Cards: $5 smaller item(s) that can be

Extra BINGO Card: $2 used as prizes.

Lodging_
Meskwaki Hotel
1504 305th Street

|l £

. Summer 2024 IAN Registrants:
Tama, lowa 52339 MESKWAKI Look for emailed instructions on using your credits

800-728-4263

<
Room Rate: $99 /night

To book a room call and mention that you want a room that is blocked for “Tama County Conservation Fall IAN”

40 rooms are available for the Fall IAN Workshop on Wednesday, Nov. 6th, and Thursday, Nov. 7th, 2024.
** Please note that hotel policy does not allow alcohol in the hotel rooms.

Alternate Lodging (No block of rooms has been reserved for these locations)

Designer Inn & Suites 641-484-5678
403 US-30 Business, Toledo, lowa 52342

Pilgrim Heights Camp & Retreat Center
3005 E Ave,gMontour,plA 50173 641-750-3369




Chelsea’s (|)id Bites: Mushroom Munchies

Chelsea Ewen Rowcliffe, Naturalist, Mitchell CCB

j Fall mushroom season is just the best! So many beautiful, intriguing, and
SENIRLTEIMIN occasionally edible species to discover! If you find yourself wanting some
trail snacks a little more on the “wild side , how about foraging for some %%
mushroom munchies? Mushroom jerky for the savory folks, like me, and
8 Mushroom Gummies (no, not THAT kind) for those that like a sweet treat!
“All you need is some proper ID, a good "marinade” and a dehydrator.

) Mushroom Jerky

e process of making mushroom jerky works great with thick, fleshy wild e
4 mushrooms like puffball, hen of the woods, chicken of the woods, and % /
2% pheasant back. And, just like with yourfavonte meat” jerky, there are

many different flavor options! Mushroom Jerky Marmade Ideas:
Directions: e Any meat-jerky mix (without

Cut or pull cleaned mushrooms into % inch thick pieces. the pink salt’)

e Favorite homemade jerky
Lay mushrooms on a sheet pan lined with baking paper and bake @ 350 F for 10 minutes, arinatle - soy and/or

or until just soft. Place mushrooms in a bowl with lid or resealable plastic bag and pour Worcestershire sauce really
desired marinade over top. make it!

Refrigerate and mix occasionally to ensure even color and flavor absorption - at least two This recipe from my friend
days or up to a week. and James Beard award
Drain mushrooms and blot with paper towels. Toss with any additional spices or seasonings winning Chef, Alan Bergo:

if you'd like - Examples: fresh herbs, BBQ mix, red pepper fe;kes, or favorite spice blend. https;//foragerchef.com/mush
Place mushrooms in dehydrator and dry @ 100 F for 5-6 hours, or until pliable, but not brittle. room-jerky-recipe/#recipe

Store the finished ;erky ina bag or jar in the frldge Wood Ear Gummies!

o it Jelly fungi are some of the most FUN(gi) you might come across

in the woods! Although only few are edible, they are all fun to poke and

giggle after a rain. A super interesting, silly, and tasty process for one of the
more familiar edible species, Wood Ear, was tested out by my friend Doug
Mueller. He made Mayapple Wood Ear Gummy Candy! | had the privilege to
sample some at the Midwest Wild Harvest Fest and | thought it was so clever
and fun! Doug gave me permission to share his pictures and process with you.
Here is my modified version of his experimental process:

g Wild Fruit Flavored Wood Ear Gummies:

L - = @ Doug’s experiment was a success in the taste/texture category, but he
el TR ENEN T\ T [ Bl thought the process could probably be improved - mostly by using a different
_',JgSSIca gefting readyr fruit juice. If you find some Wood Ears, give it a try and let us know what you

SBoug’ SWOod Ear'Gpﬁ G think!

B Step 1: Find an edible wild fruit and process into juice: Doug is the Mayapple

~ King (the only Mayapples I've ever gotten to taste are always from him!) so he
chose to flavor his gummies with Mayapple. Based on this experiment, he
suggests using a “more juicy and less pulpy” fruit for the best results.
Something like wild grape, raspberry, plum, or even store-bought juice would
work.
Step 2: Find and positively identify wild Wood Ear mushrooms:
This is an ideal mushroom species for making gummies as it has almost no
y flavor and a unique, chewy gummy-Llike texture.

IDENTIFYING WOOD EAR (Auricularia sp.)
* Found on dead wood - A. americana (on conifers) and A. angiospermarum (on
hardwoods) are probably the most common species you'll encounter.

* Brownish - red to light brown in color

e Rubbery and gelatinous, but not “squishy”

¢ Singularly defined, rounded, cup, fan, or ear-shaped lobes, not a blobby mass

e (Can be wrinkled or have vein-like folds

* Sometimes covered in fine hairs, almost slivery or frosted looking

o Often grows in clusters
Step 3: Clean the Wood Ear mushrooms and cut them to equal sizes
Step 4: Dehydrate Wood Ears
Step 5: Cook dried Wood Ears and fruit juice together - Put dried mushrooms
and fruit juice/pulp together in a pan, bring to boil, and then continue
simmering for about 10 minutes. For a starting ratio, you could do about 1
cup dehydrated wood ears to 1 3/4 cup fruit juice/pulp.

: i :
Step Straln Keep strained fruit ju1ce/pu[p to make fruit leather!

Step 7: Roll the mushroom pieces in white granulated sugar.

Doug’s thoughts - “This is where | think using fruit juice instead of fruit pulp would have worked much better. The pulp was
the consistency of apg.)le sauce and too much of it clung to the mushroom pieces making the sugar coating too thick and
resulting in more puddles than coating as shown in this picture.”

Step 8: Put sugar-coated mushroom eleces back in the dehydrator @ 125 degrees Check often - looking for sugar coating to
crystalize and mushroom to firm up. You don't want to go to the point where they shrink significantly and become crunchy.
The finished product - sweet, fruity, chewy, fantastic!




Nome thal \falure Center...

Send your guesses to Chelsea
(Mitchell County Naturalist)
Email: crowcliffe@mitchellcoia.us

Summer “WEB” bragging rights goes to
Dave Murcia from Scott County Conservation!
Ann Burns and Jess Lancial also submitted
correct guesses.
Two “smooching” snails!
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Michael Maas
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77 Moturalists...

~_ Planting the seed of environmental stewardship by communicating the meanings and relationships in natural,
. %/ cultural, and historical resources.

Visit us at www.iowanaturalists.org




