WWA Buﬂcling Briclgcs to a (Greener [ uture

SOCIATION OF Spring JAN Workshop
ATURALISTS March 14- 16,2012

Hitchcock Nature Center, 27792 Ski Hill [_ooP, Honcg Creek A

%\ Wednesday, March 14, 2012
Pre-Workshop Activities

Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail Headquarters & Visitor Center and Bob Kerry Pedestrian Bridge Tour —
Visit the Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail Headquarters & Visitor Center where Park Interpreters will provide
a brief overview of their programs and outdoor native gardens (weather depending). After enjoying the
National Park Service building, you'll have the chance to walk over the Bob Kerry Pedestrian Bridge linking
Omaha, NE & Council Bluffs, 1A to view the Missouri River. You can also explore the unique dining and shopping
opportunities in the downtown Omaha area. Please meet at the Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail
Headquarters and Visitor Center at 1:00 p.m. 601 Riverfront Drive Omaha, NE 68102 Phone: (402) 661-1804
More information and directions may be found at http://www.nps.gov/lecl/planyourvisit/leclvchg2b.htm.
FREE.

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo — Visit Omaha’s famous Henry Doorly Zoo and enjoy a private session discussing
some of their native species conservation efforts, including those for the western prairie fringed orchid.
Afterwards, stay awhile and explore the zoo and its diverse animal species at your own pace. Please meet at
the Henry Doorly Zoo at 1:00 PM. 3701 S 10th Street, Omaha, NE 68107 Phone: (402) 733-8400 Directions and
information can be found at www.omahazoo.com. There is limited space in this field trip so please register early.
Cost:$13.50 per person.

Omaha Children’s Museum — Visit this unique facility and enjoy a behind the scenes tour focusing on their
exhibits and the programs they currently offer. Participants will also have the opportunity to view the Amazing
Bubble Show! Please meet at the Omaha Children’s Museum at 1:00 p.m. 500 South 20th Street Omaha, NE
68102 Phone: (402) 342-6164. Directions & information can be found at www.ocm.org. There is limited space in
this field trip so please register early. Cost: $9.00 per person.

Group Dinner- please meet in the hotel lobby at 5:30 p.m. if you are interested in dining with other IAN
members.

,
'3\ Thursday, March 15, 2012
8:30a.m. Registration Opens
9:00 a.m. Welcome, Introductions, Announcements
9:30 a.m. GENERAL SESSION: Playing for Conservation: The Crucial Value of Nature Play - Ken Finch,
President of Green Hearts Institute for Nature in Childhood- Frequent, unstructured play in
natural areas is the most common influence on life-long conservation values. For most of us,
that kind of outdoor play was a routine part of childhood; no special efforts were needed. But
childhood has changed dramatically, and many of today’s kids may never bond with nature
unless we provide more structured opportunities for playing init! In this presentation Ken
Finch, of Green Hearts Institute for Nature in Childhood, will use data, anecdotes, and
cartoons to review the value of nature play and ways it can be incorporated into existing
facilities and program repertoires. Bluestem Room
10:30 a.m.  Break & Group Photo on Patio



Thursday, March 15, 2012 Continued
11:00 a.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS:
The Nuts and Bolts of Nature Play Spaces- Ken Finch, President of Green Hearts Institute for Nature in Childhood-
Ken Finch will expand on his general session about nature play with slides and detailed suggestions about the
design and creation of simple spaces for nature play that are appropriate for natural areas -- and that don’t
require massive investments and expansive teams of contractors. Please bring your own suggestions and
experiences to share! Bluestem Room

Birding in the Loess Hills - Matt Weitrich, Naturalist, Carroll CCB - Join bird enthusiast Matt Weitrich on a unique
birding expedition through the beautiful Loess Hills at Hitchcock Nature Center. Binoculars & bird guides will be
available for use. Please meet in the nature center foyer.

12:00 p.m.  Lunch Break & Book Discussion Group- Cindy Blobaum, Dallas CCB — Grap lunch and join fellow
readers of Driftless by David Rhodes to share, reflect and dig for deeper connections in a sure to be
lively meeting of the IAN book discussion group. Please meet in the Goldfinch Room.

1:00 p.m. GENERAL SESSION: Oaks Gone Wild- Jack Phillips, Registered Consulting Arborist & Principal
Teacher of New Tree School- Oaks, like all trees, live in communities that move and grow according
to an ancient rhythm. This rhythm is the key to learning the native wildness that enlivens trees and
those that love, plant, learn, and walk among them. Bluestem Room

2:15 p.m. Break

2:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS:

Let’s Talk Turtles - Rebecca Christoffel, ISU Extension Wildlife Specialist- In this session, you'll learn about some
of the most recent research findings about turtles and the organizations that are working on turtle conservation
issues globally and locally. You’ll also learn about lowa’s native turtles, and will be supplied with resources which
may be used to enhance your interpretive programs about them. Bluestem Room

Conflict Resolution in the Workplace- Mary Davis, Human Resources Director, Pottawattamie CCB - Wherever two
or more people come together, there is bound to be conflict. Conflict is not necessarily a bad thing as long as it is

resolved effectively. This session is designed to help employees manage conflict in the workplace and to promote
teamwork and cooperation. Bring your own human resource questions as well. Goldfinch Room

3:30 p.m. Break

3:45 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS:

Getting Better All The Time: Program Assessment through ANCA Peer Consult- Tina Popson, Education Program
Manager, Pottawattamie CCB- Do you recognize the importance of program evaluation, but never take the time to
implement any? Do you wonder if your program exists in a vacuum? This session is for you! In 2011, the
Pottawattamie County Conservation Environmental Education program experienced an Association of Nature
Center Administrators (ANCA) Peer Consult, which gave professional guidance and direction to the burgeoning
county program. Learn about the assessment process and how you could repeat it for your own program. Session
will include program logic modeling (sweet!) and a core values exercise. Bluestem Room

Nature Writing & Journaling - John Price, Author and English Professor at the University of Nebraska at Omaha —
Join John Price, author of Man Killed by Pheasant, and get some great insight into nature writing and journaling.
Learn about John’s own experiences as an author and participate in a writing exercise. Goldfinch Room

4:45 p.m. IAN Business Meeting (all are welcome to attend) Bluestem Room
5:45 p.m. Dinner
6:45 p.m. IAN Auction



:&Friday, March 16, 2012

9:00 a.m. GENERAL SESSION: A Vision for Restoring the Land- Chad Graeve, Natural Resource Specialist,
Pottawattamie CCB - Learn about our Natural Areas Management program and the vision for the
future of lowa’s Loess Hills. We’ll discuss how we use these natural areas restoration methods
here at Hitchcock Nature Center. Bluestem Room

9:45 a.m. Break

10:00 a.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS:

Loess Hills Hike — Chad Graeve, Natural Resource Specialist, Pottawattamie CCB

We'll hike Badger Ridge trail and have an opportunity to see the progress being made and expound on the

concepts discussed in the general session. Please meet in the nature center foyer.

Natural Encounters for Early Childhood - Kelly Dix & Tina Popson, Pottawattamie CCB — We'll discuss the logistics
of our monthly preschool programs as well as explore highlights of some of our favorite preschool program
themes including: Fireflies, Love Nature and Rainbow Connection. Goldfinch Room

10:45 a.m. Break

11:00a.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS:

Laughter is the Best Medicine — Facilitated by Dawn Snyder, Naturalist, Woodbury CCB

Have you ever been asked a difficult or silly question during a presentation? Share some of your humorous nature
stories and learn how your colleagues have responded in such situations. Bluestem Room

Metro Omaha Resources for Exploring Nature (M.O.R.E. Nature) -Christine Jacobsen, Education Specialist for the
Papio-Missouri River NRD & M.O.R.E. Nature Chair -MORE Nature is a collaborative effort to bring more outdoor,
nature-based play to the children of Greater Omaha. Today’s children are often missing these powerful, play-
based nature experiences — play that was once a cherished and nearly universal part of childhood. Not only was
it just plain fun, “nature play” also helped children fall in love with the outdoors — forging a vital first link towards
a life-long commitment to conservation. Learn how MORE Nature was developed & how it is implemented in the
Omaha Metro. Goldfinch Room

12:00 p.m.  Lunch and Departure

Lodging Information

Country Inn and Suites

17 Arena Way, Council Bluffs, IA 51501
712-322-8282

Wednesday & Thursday reservations are $79.99/night plus tax
Continental breakfast included

Room block will be reserved until Tuesday, February 14t

Other Great Places to Visit:

Omaha’s Old Market - Unique dining and shopping in downtown Omaha. Visit www.oldmarket.com for more
information.

Bass Pro Shops- 2901 Bass Pro Drive Council Bluffs, 1A 51501 (across the street from hotel) 712-325-6000.
Hours: Monday — Friday 9:00 a.m. —9:00 p.m.

Cabela’s- 12703 Westport Pkwy La Vista, NE 68138 (16 miles from hotel) 402-861-4800. Hours: Monday-
Friday 9:00 a.m. —8:00 p.m.
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Pre-workshop session:

[Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail & Bob Kerry Pedestrian Bridge Tour FREE
[JOmaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo $13.50
[JOmaha Children’s Museum $9.00

Meals (check all that apply) All meals utilize local and organic ingredients when possible ** vegetarian options
Thursday Lunch (choose one):

[J Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad, fresh fruit salad, cookie $9.00

[ Pecan Feta Salad, fresh fruit salad, cookie** $9.00

[] Garden Vegetarian Sandwich, pasta salad, chips, fruit salad, cookie ** $12.00

O california Club Sandwich, pasta salad, chips, fruit salad, cookie $12.00
Thursday Dinner (choose one):

Clchicken Breast Florentina with Nutty Rice Pilaf, salad, roll & dessert $12.50

[J Spinach Lasagna, salad, roll & dessert** $11.50
Friday Lunch (choose one):

[ Club Sandwich with potato salad $11.00

[] Roast Beef Sandwich with potato salad $11.00

[J Cheese & Veggie Sandwich with potato salad** $11.00

Additional Expenses:

Workshop Fee (Required) $20.00
Please make checks payable to: IAN Treasurer Non—me.mber'Workshop Fee (incluc_!es membership) $50.00
Mail Payment and Registration Form to: Late registration fee after March 7% 35.00
Kelly Dix
IAN Workshop Coordinator Meal Total _—
27792 Ski Hill Loop Pre-Workshop Total -
Honey Creek, 1A 51542 i:'::;’l‘s""p e —

Please contact the workshop coordinator at kelly.dix@pottcounty.com or 712-328-5834 with any additional
questions. If your payment will not arrive by the registration deadline, please let Kelly know by mailing or emailing
a copy of your form.
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