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Executive Committee (ExCom) 
President: Rene Stroud
Vice President:  Micheal Maas
Treasurer: Victoria DeVos
Secretary: Chloe Proffitt
Workshop Coordinator:Heidi Reams
Officer-at-Large: Bobbi Donovan  

ExCom Meetings: ExCom met six times this year: January 8th meeting was held via Teams due to poor weather, they met via Teams on February 5th, the April meeting took place in Pottawattamie County, the August 27th meeting was held at Story County, on October 21st a meeting was held over Teams, and the fall meeting was held on Nov 6th in Tama County.

Business Meetings: Spring IAN Business Meeting was held on April 3rd at Pottawattamie County & Fall IAN Business Meeting was held in Tama County on November 7th.

Spring Workshop: 
The “Interpretation Without Borders” Conference in Pottawattamie County Conservation on April 3-5th, 2024.



Featured: Growing River Literacy; Make sense of Nature-Science Education in Iowa; Conservation Across the Globe; Meeting user where they are-Roving Interpretation; From Mowing to Monarchs: Building Habitat in Urban Areas; Interpreting the Plateau: A study of Veteran Interpreters; Minority Women in the Outdoors; Forest Therapy Walk; Climate Change Conversations; Choose your Own Adventure! Giving Visitors a Voice with Dialogic Interpretation; Phenomena Blitz: Using Bio-Blitz Model for Classroom Engagement; Nature Explorers-Effects of an interpretive day camp on environmental attitudes; Fossils, Prairies, Tiles…Oh My!; From the Midwest to the Wilderness: Iowans going Wild; Multiple Ways of Knowing: Integrating Indigenous Perspectives; Registration Required!; Bumble Bee Atlas: A regional collaboration to conserve pollinators using community science; Nature Art Charcoal; Building a Better Field Trip: Interpreter Training in a Post Pandemic World; What’s the American Gothic House Got to Do With it?

Summer Workshop:  No summer workshop due to flooding



Fall Workshop: ”Links of Heritage” was the theme of the Fall IAN conference held by Tama County on November 6-8th. 

Pre-workshop Sessions: Bird Study Skin Workshop; Running a World Class Disc Golf Course & Acquiring New Land; Meskwaki Museum Visit; Explore the County

Featured:Wildlife Habitat Education Program: Engaging Youth with Wildlife Management; Iowa’s Fungal Biodiversity and the Prairie States Mushroom Club; Welcome to IAN; Meskwaki Bulrush & Cattail Weaving; Remnants & Relics: Trying to do better by Jackson County’s sensitive areas; Iowa Bird Rehabilitation; Coaching WHEP; REAP-CEP Updates; Plug into USFWS Social Media; Meskwaki History & Future; Iowa’s First Farmers: Sunflowers to Corn; Naturalist Shaming; Mycountyparks New Website Updates; Phenomena Blitz: Using the Bio-Blitz Model for Classroom Engagement; Eating Tama County

Honorary Members: Dan Cohen and Jim Pease (2024); Jean Eels (2021); Mark Wagner & Linda Zalatel (2020); Mike Krebill (2018); Miriam Patton (2017); Larry Stone (2016); Ann Burns (2015)

Committees & Affiliates:
Eleven standing committees and seven affiliates in existence in 2024. 

Committees
Professional Development - Katie Struss
Junior Naturalist - Michele Olson
Joe Halbur Scholarship - Lora Kanning
IAN Scholarships - Faith Hunt
Membership - Victoria DeVos
Welcoming Committee - Brianne Blom
ICEC/IAN Awards - Sarah Subbert
Traveling Exhibits Committee - Lisa Ralls
Fundraising - Emma Jacobs
Wilderness Trips - Zach Moss
Workshop- Heidi Reams





Affiliates
ICCS: Bobbi Donovan
ICEC Liaison: Tiffany Morgan
IDNR Liaison: Holly Shulte
NAI Liaison: Heather Hucka
REAP Alliance: Amy Warnke
REAP CEP: Victoria DeVos
ICCBE: Christina Roelofs

2024 Highlights 

Professional Development 
The chair of the Professional Development committee is Katie Struss with Buena Vista County Conservation. There were 43 participants in the 2024 professional development program, 8 of those applicants were first timers.This year 1 naturalists reached 20 years, and another 2 reached 5 years.

IAN Mentoring Program (Welcome Committee) 
Brianne Blom of Clay County Conservation is the current chair of the Welcome Committee. 

Awards Program 
The chair of the Awards committee is Sarah Subbert with Cedar County Conservation. The Iowa Association of Naturalists and the Iowa Conservation Education Coalition (ICEC) presented the awards at the Spring workshop.

Bohumil Shimek Environmental Educator Award For Outstanding Efforts by an 
Environmental Educator  WINNER: Laura McCreery from Davenport North High School 

Chris Holt Youth Environmental Education Award WINNER: None awarded.

Ding ” Darling Environmental Education Award WINNER: None awarded.

Outstanding Environmental Education Program (two or less Naturalists) WINNERS: Muscatine County Conservation - Michelle Berns and Luke Hart 

Outstanding Environmental Education Program (Three or More Naturalists) - Winneshiek County Conservation (Larry Reis, Naturalist and Resource Manager with 41 years as an interpretive naturalist for WCCB; Hanna Meyer, Education and Outreach Coordinator; and Evan Neubauer, Recycling and Waste Reduction Educator)

Aldo Leopold Environmental Education Award WINNERS: Rod Marlatt retired Fayette County Conservation Board Director

Outstanding Interpretative NonPrint Media WINNER: Polk County Conservation
Sylvan Runkel Award. WINNERS: None Awarded 
Outstanding Volunteer Award WINNER: Bob Hartzler from Story County Conservation 
Outstanding Interpretative Print Media WINNER: Paige Higby from Story County Conservation 
Ada Hayden Conservation Education Award WINNER: Kaytlan Moeller from Dubuque County Conservation

Membership
The chair of the membership committee is Victoria DeVos with Plymouth County Conservation. In 2024, there were a total of 206 members (206 are paid for 2024 and 7 honorary members). 

Junior Naturalist 
The chair of the Junior Naturalist committee is Michele Olsen with Jones County Conservation. Patches are still being sold until inventory runs out. Bamboo stickers were sold this year. This year ExCom purchased wild rose stickers.

Newsletter 
Michael Maas is the editor for “The Web” newsletter submissions. At the end of 2024, Chelsea Ewen Rowcliff will help with the newsletter. Newsletters are distributed via email and they are available online at www.iowanaturalists.org. 

IDNR Liaison
Outreach trailers are available for check-out, outdoor skills training will be offered, and archery range grants are available. New shooting sports range coming in the future.

NAI Liaison
NAI had IAN help co-host the 2024 spring NAI conference in Western IA/Eastern NE.

REAP Alliance
Amy Warnke-They are continuing to advocate for IWILL. Continue to ask your legislatures to fund the bill. Please attend your local REAP meeting. Make sure to reserve posters for REAP Assemblies.


REAP CEP
Victoria DeVos-The REAP CEP Board turned into a committee July 1. The committee then was able to look over goals of REAP CEP money. The recommendations were taken to the capitol, so they are unable to grant money until the rules are out of the capitol.

Fundraising 
The fundraising chair is Emma Jacobs. Fundraising occurred at the Spring and Fall Conference.

Joe Halbur Memorial Scholarship 
The chair of the Joe Halbur Memorial Scholarship is Lora Kanning. The 2024 winner was Allyson Oser. Lora keeps a document of winners and their home counties for counties as a resource when looking for interns.

IAN Scholarships
The chair is Faith Hunt. They awarded 68 scholarships in 2024 with the help of REAP CEP, ICCS and IAN for NAI Conference in Council Bluffs. 

Traveling Exhibits Committee 
The chair of the Traveling Exhibits Committee is Lisa Ralls with Winnebago County Conservation. There are currently six available exhibits: Tallgrass Prairie, Star Wheel, Secrets of the Shell, Get the Lead Out,Monarchs and Milkweed, and an albino animal exhibit. The committee is working on revamping the Tallgrass Prairie exhibit to Backyard Critters and Iowa Native Pollinators.

Accounting Balances as of November 2024
Checking: $15,629.26
General Savings: $19,367.36
Joe Savings: $1,909.13
Total Net: $58,303.66

EXCOM Elections 
At the end of 2024, The position of president was filled by Micheal Maas, VP was filled by Bobbi Donovan (Story CCB), and the Officer at Large was filled by Julie Fosado (Kossuth CCB), and the Workshop Coordinator was filled by Raina Genaw. 
ExCom members are:
President-Outgoing president: Rene Stroud (Pottawattamie CCB), Incoming: Micheal Maas (Buchanan CCB)
Vice President: Outgoing: Michael Maas (Buchanan CCB), Incoming: Bobbi Donovan (Story CCB)
Workshop Coordinator: Outgoing: Heidi Reams (Floyd CCB), Incoming: Raina Genaw ()
Position-at-Large: Outgoing: Bobbi Donovan (Story CCB), Incoming: Julie Fosado (Kossuth CCB)
Secretary:Chloe Proffitt (Van Buren CCB)
Treasurer: Victoria DeVos (Plymouth CCB)
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